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- From the Oficial Gazette: — | 
_Forsies Orrice Notirtcatton No. 3. 
It is hereby notified that, with the object of , 
— convenient the certification of nationality 
a the time when the privileges to be attained 
citizens of the United Mexican States 
agreeably to the treaty of Amity and Commerce 
contracted between the Empire of Japan and the 
Unised Mexican States on the 30th of November 
Mast are put into effect, the following rules 
lconnected with certificates of. et are. 
established. 
Dated the 29h day of July, 1889. | 


Count Oxuma Surcenosy, 
Mini-ter of Foreign Affaire. 


Natrowaury Ceeviricat Routes. 
Art. 1.—The citizens of the United Mexican. 
| States can apply to the Foreign Office for the 
graut of a certificate of nationality through the 
local authorities, in accordance with the procedure 
provided in the present rules. 

Ant. 2.—Persons desirous of obtaining certi- 
ficates of nationality shall personally attend at the 
local office and lodge with the local Governor their 
application in which their nationality, name and 
Age are written, accompanied by documents proving 
theirnationality. Should a Consul of the country 
be resident at that place, his endorsement of the 
application will be necessary. 

Art. 3.—In case applicants have not in their 

ion documents which may prove their 
‘nationality, they shall certify by a docament that 
they are of the nationality mentioned in the 
application. 

Ant. 4.—When a looal governor shall receive 
an application for the grant of a certificate of 
nationality, he shall make an examination as to 
the facts mentioned in the and forward | 
| the same to the Foreign Office accompanied with 
his opinion thereon, 

Art. 5.—The i a OO shall be 
granted to the applicant ugh the local 
authorities. by the Foreign Office. No fee is 
payable on the same. 


Forgicy Orncs’ Ine Instavcrion No 1. 

Tue following iw the form of the certificate of 
nationality to be granted to the citizens of the 
United Mexican States agreeably to the Foreign 
Office Notification No. 3 of July, 1889. 

Dated the 29th day of July, 1889 

OCoont Oxuma Suicenosy, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. 


: Face or OCEartiricats. 
Name. 
Nationality. 
‘dhovenmmed:-, is 
tobe a citizen of the United Mexican States. 
e. 
The Foreign Office a at } 
Back or Curtiricats. 


Nore 
, Tn accordance with the visions of the Trea 
po nachi waty of 


m ree Japan tnd a einenn ofthe United Mat 


cat ; | 
. From the Oficial Gazette: — 
Forzien Orrice Norirication No. 3. 


It is hereby notified that, with the object of | 
making convenient the certification of nationality 
at the time when the privileges tix he attained 
| by the citizens of the United Mexican States 
agreeably to the treaty of Amity and Commerce 
contiacted between the Empire of Japan and the 
Unised Mexican States on the 30th of November 
Inst are put into effect, the following rules| — 
connédied with certificates of nationality are| — 
| established. 

Dated the 29th day of July, 1889. 


Count Oxuma Sureenosy, 
Mini~ter of Foreign Affairs. 


Natiowauity Cratiricates Ruts. 


Art. 1.—The citizens of the United Mexican 
States can apply to the Foreign Office for the 
grant of a certificate of nationality through the 
local authurities, in accordance with the procedure 
provided in the present rules. ‘ 

. Art. 2.—Persons desirons of obtaining gerti- | 
ficates of nationality shall personally attend at the 
local office and lodge with the looal Rana their 
application in which their nationality, name and 
ageare written, accompanied by documenta proving 
theirnationality. Should a Consul of the country | 
be resident at that place, his endorsement of the 
application will be ees 

SArt. 3.—In case applicants have not in their 
possession documents which may prove their 
nationality, they shall certify by a ducument that 
they are of the nationality mentioned in the 


Art. 4 —When a looal governor shall receive 
an application for the grant of a certificate of 
nationality, he shall make an examination as to 
the facts mentioned in the application and forward 
the to the Foreign Office accompanied with 
his opi thereon, 

Axt. 5.—The certificate of nationality shall be | 
granted to. the applicants through the looal | 
authorities by the Foreign Office. No fee is} 

yable on the same, — 


Fortien Orvice Instruction No 1. 

Tus following is the form of the certificate of 
nationality to be granted to the citizens of the 
United Mexican States agreeably to the Foreign 
Office Notification No. 3 of July, 1889. | 

Dated the 29th day of July, 1889 a % 
| ) Connt Oxuma Suicenosv, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs. 


Face or Crariicats. 
Name. ; 


Nationality. 
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Sa Unure, / bile: Yr Serifte' tho. 3-6: 


TREATY REVISION AND THE CODIFIOA- 
TION OF THE LAWS. 


(From the Jiji Shimpo.) 
The ‘revision of the treaties has now become 
the most important question of the day. ‘Those 
who consider it from the standpoint of finance, 


say that if the coantry is thrown open to 
foreigners and they are allowed the same 


privileges as Japavese, so that land and shares 


may be held by them without any difference, our [that foreigners will be engaged in the Court 


own people will be pressed down by means of 


fo. eign skill and the introduction of cheap capital. 


In short, all the substantial benefite will fall into 
| foreign hands, while we will be sunk in rain day 
by day, so that in the end our appeals for in- 
dependence and national rights will be of no avail. 
This is due to the foundation of our financial 
circles being weak, and also to the fact that our 
capitalisis are yet unable to compete with 
foreigners. ‘They say they cannot see wherein 
the advantage lies of sacrificing the present 
wubstantial benefits that are aceruing to the 
country for treaty revision. 
session of land, etc, should positively be in 
the hands of Japanese, there being a vast differ- 
ence between the political economy of the whole 
world and that ofa singlecountry. On the other 
hand there are persons who declare that in order 
to develop the resources of the country foreign 
capital mast be introduced. It would seem, on a 
superficial view, that we are deprived of the 
-| benefits accruing from land being reclaimed, 
woods regulated and mines worked by foreign 
capital, but foreigners do not carry away our 
land, so the benefit must be ours in the end. 
Again, the profits on farms and rice fields are so 
small that foreigners wo -ld refuse them even if 
offered to them, so that the fears of our 
countrymen of becoming tenants of foreigners is 
superfluous. ‘The anxiety felt that commercial 
and industrial enterprises will be undertaken by 
them ona large scale is also unnecessary. In 
foreign countries speculators are scant in their 
resources, and even though they may come 
in with suitable capitals they cannot at once set 
actively to work. They would proceed by 
degrees : in the meanwhile the Japanese would be 
prepared to compete with them. In European 
and other countries generally no restraint is 
placed on foreigners relative to the possession of 
‘real estate and other property, therefore we can- 
not avoid the stigma of narrow-mindedness if we 
still insist on sticking to the old principle of 
seclusion if we refuse them thie privilege, so 
that they should be allowed the free possession 
of real estate and other property. Such are the 


opinions held by the public relative to this — 


question. Now, when we look on the condition 


of Egypt, we there see as it were the arguments. 


of those opposed to the introduction of foreign 
capital exemplified. The finances of that country 
are controlled by foreigners, but in the United 
States, the people turned themselves from the 
first to sgricultural pursuits and left the 
introdaction of industries and capital to Earo- 
penns agreeably to the principles advocated 
by those who favored the introduction of 
foreign capital. ‘Therefore no industries are 
monopolized there; on the contrary, the in- 
dustries of that country are increasing and 
the debt is stendily being repaid, while the basia 
of the resources of that country are being 
made firm. Indeed, the prosperity and peace 
of the United States are enough to call 
forth the envy of all the other countries of the 
world. When we see such diversity in the result 
of the introduction of foreign capital, we are led 
to believe that the benefit or otherwise accruing 


therefrom depends not so mach on the intro- | 
duction of the capital itself as to the ability of 


| disastrous. 
| the revised treaty previously submitted it was 
| provided that foreigners would be employed 


The right of pos-. 


|code into 
| are abolished, yet they were not codified for the 


the people. Whether the introduction of foreign 
capital will be a success or a failure with ue 
is, we think, more than mortel man can 


\tell. We believe our countrymen are not like 
‘| the Egyptians, gata | we think there is 


no reason why permission to possess real 
estate, etc., by foreigners will prove positively 
Next, we hear that in the draft of 


in the Courte of First Instance, Appeal and 
of Caseation; bat that now it is provided 


of Oassation only, avd that their number 
will be limited to four. Although this is an 
advance as compared with the former result, yet 
it is a concession of judicial rights to foreigners, 
even if the appointments are only to the Court 
of Cassation. We are indeed ashamed as are aleo 
the public on this matter, but if the oircum- 
stances leading to it be well examined it will be 
found that we could not very well help ourselves. 
Our country, since its foundation, has stood in 
seclusion for more than 2,000 years, during which 


| time we lived quietly and happily. In the era of 


Kaei, however, we were obliged to open our coun- 
try, so that we stood in a passive position in that 
respect, our country being in the position of a — 
dependant while foreigners were undertaking its 
opening. Even the draft of the treaty was 
framed by them, the relation between foreigners 
and Japanese being similar to that of an adult 
and child. From the very outset we yielded 
them some steps, and we have been struggling on 
through thirty years to retrieve them. Such 
being the case, we must reconcile ourselves to a 
majority of foreign jadges in the Oourt of 
Oassation as provi in the present revised 
treaty. There is no one to be blamed or censured 
in this. The fault does not lie ir insufficient 
exertions on the part of the authorities nor the 
inefficient policy of the Government, but rather 
to the impotence of the Tokugawa Regency when 
menaced with the treaty, and to our policy .of 
seclusion. If this provision is to be taken off 
after twelve years as is reported, then it would 
be truly time to recover our national rights and 
make perfect our independence, which will be a 
moment of intense satisfaction tothe people, there- 
fore we are not at all dissatisfied with this pro- 


| vision of the appointment of foreign judges. If 
|weare asked whether we have nothing further 


to criticise, we would say that there is yet the 
eubject of the codification of the laws. An 


| opinion on this subject is to the effect that as the 


codification of the laws will have an immense 


,| bearing upon the people, the manners and cus- 


toms of the people must be deeply considered 
and studied, otherwise their distress will be 
great. The people of Japan are masters of the 
country while foreigners, being only visitors, their 
namber is small, therefore it. is improper to con- 


| galt their conven‘ence alone in the codification of 


the lawe; the people of the country should be 
considered aleo. On the other hand, those who 


| gontradict this opinion say that the codification 
| of the laws were not set about because foreigners 
| are to reside in this conntry. This scheme was 


projected and commenced years ago, therefore it 
is not related to mixed residence, the purpose of 
codification being undertaken for the benefit of 
the of thie country only. Although 
some declare that it is necessary to put the 
practice when the Oonsalar Courts 


convenience of foreigners. ‘hey were only 
drafied to suit the manners and custome of the 
people. We do not know which of the two 
opinions is right, but we put more trust in the 
latter. Now, the United States was the first to 
agree to treaty revision, a diplomatic official of 


that country having advocated the justice of 


Japan's de 


Japan are greatly improved both in name and 
reality, so no concern need be felt in committing 
the lives and property of foreignera to tham. 


The laws of Sontt A-nerioan countries are far. 
behind those of Japan both in form and effect, 


yet they have been able to make treaties 


on an equal footing with civilized countries, | 
therefore the impropriety of Japanese law can- 


not be made an exonse in objecting to the 
revision of the treaties. From this it will be 
xeon that Americans are in favor of submitting | 
themselves to the laws and customs of this 
country just'as they are at present, without. 
any concern as to the codification of the laws, 
that being purely a domestic matter. If the 
feeling of the Americans is such, we do not think 
other countries will interfere in our laws without 
cause, more especially as we are also of the opin- 
ion that the codification of the lawa is a 
project of long standing, its object being solely 
for home administration in order to gradually 
lead the people to civilization, and not for 
the benefit of foreigners) We would like to see 
the code in order to ascertain whether there is 
or is not any trace in its articles and sections of its 
having been drafted for the benefit of foreigners 


as declared by some, bat not being yet made 


public we are unable to do so and will content 
ourselves with making a few remarks on the 
code in general. ‘The oriticiem.of the public on 


the draft code and the other laws annexed there- 
to are very severe, their inadaptibility beirg cen- 
sured, butthe public may have gone tothe extreme 
of picking out only the weak pointe. We shall 
be careful not to do so, but if we were to deliver 
an opinion we think we would not be far wrong 


to say that the form and «pirit are purely 


| and is said to have spoken 
to the following import last.year, The laws of 


e 


‘matters should not, however, be handled with- 


be forced upon the people, society will be 


Western. A civil code should be based on the 
religion and customs of the country. As the for- 
mer operates on society, so laws are formed to 
judge and control them. In short, the civil code 
is embodied to meet the existent conditions in 
a country. As the law in Western ocouan- 
tries my agree with the customs and religion of 
those nations, so in Oriental countries the case 
must be the same. Should an attempt be made 
to modify Western laws to meet the characteris- 
tics of the Orient or vice verad, the spirit of the 
law ie mistaken, As the customs and religion are 
different, soalso must the lawabeso. However, 
when we look into the condition of the country 
we see the tide of civilization is flowing on as we 
desire. Oommerce, arts, social intercourse and | 
even raiment and food are undergoing a change, 
and in the upper classes there are many who are 
almost Europeanized. At present the rights and 
duties of men are much talked of,and the manners 
of the people are approaching the condition of the 
West. Fendaliem has 
having undergone a change, so that even though 


the manners and customs of the people should | 


be taken into consideration in framing the laws, 
the judicial system at the tine of the Tokugawa 


Regency ought not to be retained nor the! 


criminal law sapplanted .by the present Penal 
Code be applied. Foreign laws must be taken 
into consideration, bat how far they are to be 
applied is a question requiring study. We 
believe the law is like fcod. Japanese eat 
rice principally together with fish, vege- 
tables and soy, while foreigners make wheat 


and customs of the people will be taken as a 


passed away, everything | 


their chief food together with meat, salt and 


Bugar. Thus the materials of food are different, 
so that the question is what course is to be 
to introduce foreign manners. For 
b Separese eat dried sardines ; from this 
it-should net be taken for granted that they 
would like ham. Japanese are called fickle, bat. 
on the other hand they are active and rich in the 
spirit of advancement. This being so, if a 
change is at once resolved on it may readily be 
effected and that too without any great aversion. 
Granting that this is possible, sach important 


out matare reflection. Every care and precaa- 
tion ought to be taken to effect a gradual change, 
so that the adaptibility of the novelty may be 
well tried. If many different kinds of law should 


disturbed and the authorities will be unable 
to escape the blame of making sport of 
the people. As we have already observed, 
in the legal principles of foreign countries 
the manners and customs of the people are 
taken into primary consideration, therefore in the 
present case these should be considered of first 
importance, foreign law being gradually in- 
troduced. The process should be to make the pro- 
visions of the codes just sufficient to the wants of 
the people; in short, simplicity should be aimed 
at. It may excite the mirth of such persons who 
expect perfection, but their ridicule should be 
disregarded. A slow advance should be made 
so that agitation in consequence of hasty 
measures may be avoided and their extent limit- 
ed. Where sense and ignorance ie mized and 
the latter predominates as is the case in this 
country, resolute measures should be modified if 
the happiness of the majority ig desired. A 
country is not to be madé a plaything of by 
the literati, and we are not at all desirous of 
staking the interests of the people for an ex- 
periment. We do not object to the codifi-|- 
cation of the laws nor denounce foreign legal 
principles. What we wish to convey is that 
the manners of the people are being gradau- 
ally Europeanized, foreign legal principles 
being introduced into our codes to make it an 

enlightened one, but as the characteristic manners 


basie on which foreign legal principles will be 
engrafted, there will be points which will seem 
strange and not satisfactory to them, and 
they may complain after mixed residence is 
allowed. Although we shall be as hospitable as 
possible to foreigners who may reside in our coun- 
try, being visitors to us, yet we cannot help think- 
ing that the code framed for home administration 
should not look like a foreign one but present 
Japanese characteristics, and should not yield a 
step on this point. For instance, supposing 
that foreigners should be desirous of lodging in 
n house-they sleep on bhedsteads in their own 
homes, while there are only yegu and futon in ours. 
Should the Japanese be forced to use bedsteads 
for their convenience it would be against the 
condition of the country, nor is there any neces- 
sity for such a step. We would serve them in 
such a case with yagu and futon with pleasure, 
but if they shonld dislike the. appearance of 
these warm and confortable things and refase 
to sleep on them, we would only have to decline 
them lodging, although with great reluctance. 
The codification of the laws is a weighty matter 
literally and in spirit, therefore the great principle 
of independence should not be discarded. 


ae 


We publish, in another colamn, a letter 
from a correspondent respecting the drafts of 
the new codes. These scarcely seem to be in 
a satisfactory condition. The Hogakushi- 
kwai, a society which comprehends within its 
ranks most of the Japanese lawyers, memori- 
alised the Government against them as soon 
as the drafts were submitted to them, 
and it seems to us that since then there 
has been nothing but one continued 
chorus of objections to them. Not having 
personally perused these drafts, which,’ we 
understand, have now been rendered into 
English, wemay be pardoned for notsubmitting 
an opinion thereon, even were we capable 
of doing so, but when we find both 
Japanese and foreign lawyers uniting in 
speaking of the difficulty of understanding 
them, and when we see continued complaints 
from Japanese officials high in the social and 
official scale, we are tempted to ask whether 
it may not be that these objections are founded 
on truth. The whole question is, however still 
in a chrysalis state, inasmuch as there are 
at present no codes, but only the drafts of such, 
and it is to be presumed that the object of 
the Ministry in submitting these codes to the 
various bodies, was to get a frank and un- 
biassed opinion thereon. There is every reason 
therefore to believe that the Government will 
take due notice of the objections, whatever 
they may be, urged against them, and wil; 
carefully weigh them, as it would be mat- 
ter of sincere regret should it be afterwards 
found that the new codes, destined to har- 
monizethe lawsof Japan with tnose of European 
countries, were so complex or so badly 
worded as to be incomprehensible not only to 
the mass of the people, biitto those destined to 
administer them. asa 


Correspondence. 


(We are not responsible for the opinions or 
sentiments of our correspondents.) 


To the Editor of the Japan Herald, | 


Sir,.—Juast before reading the comments of 
General Tant on the codes, RN reported in your 


THE CODES AND TREATY REVISION. 


To the Editor of the Japan Herald. 


Sin, — The question lately raised with regard to 
the anfficiency, rationality, and adaptability of the 
Japanese codes that have been eo long on the 
anvil, and which were so assiduously paraded as 
well nigh approaching perfection, and certain to 
meet the legal requirements of the country, 
is a most serious one for the Government to 
consider, The stibject is one of prime importance 
to the people of this conntry as well as to foreign- 
ers whom it is proposed to bring ander snbjection 
to the legal provisions of the codes, and the pro- 
cedure incident to their practical application to 

concerns of the body politic. The grave 
doubte which have been created will have to be 
dispelled by a revision, eny, by the hands of a 
commission of competent jarists of the codes as 
prepared, purged of their alleged absurdities and 


paper of yesterday evening, I had been favoured 
with the perusal of portions of some of the Eng- 
lish versions of the drafts, which enables me to 
endoras_the opinion attributed to the General, 
except that when translated into English, for- 
eigners will “ anderstand them pretty well, being 
used to their own complicated -phrases and 
expressions.” I think, on the contrary, that 
English readers will find themselves in y 
the same predicament as the General; and if 
lawe are written for the anderstanding of the 
people, the parts of those that I have seen are an 


utter failure. 
: Your's faithfally, 


J. F. LOWDER. 
Yokohama, 20th July, 1889. 


| congrnons, logical and satis 


their deficiences made good, in subordination to 
the principles of intelligent juraprudence, the 
teachings of experience, and the dictates of 
reason. 
For years M. Boissonade de Fontarabie has 
been employed in the work of making the 
codes with the co-operation of a namber of ’pren- 
tice hands. The latter may certainly be regard- 
ed as being uneqaal to one of the most formidable 
taske which can be imposed even on the compe- 
tent. The responsibility however of the sitnation 
reste upon M. de Boissonade and the Govern- 
ment, and the public, native as well as foreign, 
cannot, onght not, and will not be satisfied until 
the codes have been amended and some authori- 
tative assurance given that they will be likely to 
fairly subserve their purpose. 

The denunciation of those legal practitioners 


who have had the opportunity afforded them of 


perusing and studying the new codes, and 
who have published their adverse opinions, 
naturally influences the public mind and alarms 
it. Those ministers who have lately been eteal- 
ing a march on their colleagues by secretly die- 
cussing and signing altered treaties, must feel, 
or at least ought to feel, a little uncomfortable at 
their somewhat rash precipitancy. 

From the foreign point of view, it is quite clear 
that treaty revision must be placed in abeyance 
until the codes have been amended and made 
fit for their purpose, and ratification certainly 
should be witheld from the American and German 
treaties until that has satisfact.rily been ac- 
complished. England, forewarned, will be fully 


| justified in waiting, for it would be altoge- 


ther unjustifiable for her to make her subjects in 
this part of the world liable to obey laws which are 


oe in many respects to be incomprehensi- 
6. 


The Governments should at once recognise the 
task before it; it is not treaty revision to which it 


| should earnestly address itself but the revision 


of the codes, for until they have been rendered 
factory, it has no 
right to expect that all the Foreign Powers will 
be so careless of their subjects’ well-being here 


_ fas to expose them to the manifold difficulties and 


dangers of such crude and unfit legislation as 
competent critics declare the new codes to be. 


I am, 
Your’s faithfully, 


July 22nd, 1889. 


Vtifter t= 


" Wa publich, ia ‘another column; a letter’ 


from a correspondent respecting the drafts of 
the new codes. These scarcely seem to be in 
a satisfactory condition. 


ranks most of the Japanese lawyers, memori- 
alised the Government against them as soon 
as the drafts were submitted to them, 
and it seems to us that since then there 
has been nothing but one continued 
chorus of objections to them. Not having 
personally perused these drafts, which, we 
understand, have now been rendered into 
English, wemay be pardoned for notsubmitting 
an opinion thereon, even were we capable 
of doing so, but when we find both 
Japanese and foreign lawyers uniting in 
speaking of the difficulty of understanding 
them, and when we see continued complaints 
from Japanese officials high in the social and 
official scale, we are tempted to ask whether 
it may not be that these objections are founded 
on truth. The whole question is, however still 
in a chrysalis state, inasmuch as there are 
at present no codes, but only the drafts of such, 
and it isto be presumed that the object 
the Ministry in submitting these codes to the 
various bodies, was to get a frank and un- 
biassed opinion thereon. There is every reason 
therefore to believe that the Government will 
take due notice of the objections, whatever 
they may be, urged against them, and wil; 
carefuily weigh them, as it would be mat- 
ter of sincere regret should it be afterwards 
found that the new codes, destined “to har- 
monizethe lawsof Japan with tnose of European. 
countries, were so eomplex or so badl 
worded as to be incompredensible not only to 


the mass of the people, but to those destined to. 
administer them. i et | 


— — 
To the Editor of the Japan Herald, 


Sin.—Jast before reading the comments of 
General Tani on the codes, as reported in your 
paper of yesterday evening, T had been favoured 
with the perusal of portions of some of the Eng- 
liah versions of the drafts, which enables me to 
endorse the opinion attributed to the General, 
except that when translated into English, for. 
eigners will “ anderstand them pretty well, being 
need to their own complicated phrases and 
e ions.” I think, on the contrary, that 
English readers will find themselves in precisely 
the aame t as the General; and if 
laws are written for the understanding of the 
people, the parts of those that [ have seen are an 
atter failure. 

Your's faithfally, 


J. F. LOWDER. 
Yokohama, 20th July, 1889. 


The Hogakushi- | 
kwai, a society which comprehends within its} 


THE CODES AND TREATY REVISION. 


| fo the Editor of the Japan Herald. 


Sin, — The question lately raised with regard to 
the sufficiency, rationality, and adaptability of the 
Japanese codes that have been so long on the 
anvil, and which were #0 assiduonsly paraded as 
well nigh approaching perfection, and certain to 
meet the legal requirements of the country, 


ig a most serions one for the Government to 
consider. The subject ia one of prime importance 
to the people of thia country as well as to foreign- 
era whom it is proposed to bring ander subjection 
to the legal provisions of the codes, and the pro- 
cedare incident to their practical application to 
the concerns of the body politic. The grave 
doubts which have been created will have to be 
dispelled by a revision, esy, by the hands of a 
commission of competent jurists of the codes ae 
prepared, purged of their alleged absurdities and — 
their deficiences made good, in subordination to 
the principles of intelligent jursprndence, the 
teachings of experience, and the dictates of 
reason. | 

For years M. Boissonade de Pontarabie has 
been employed in the work of making the 
codes with the co-operation of a number of ’pren- 
tice hands. The latter may certainly be regard- 
ed as being unequal to one of the moat formidable 
tasks which can be imposed even on the compe- 
tent. The responsibility however of the sitaation 
reste upon M. de Boissonade and the Govern- 
ment, and the public, native as well es foreign, 
cannot, onght not, and will not be satisied antit 
the codes have been amended and some authori- 
tative assurance given that they will be likely to 
fairly subserve their purpose. | 

The denunciation of those legal practitioners 
who have had the opportunity afforded them of 
perusing and studying the new codes, and 
who have published their adverse opiniones, 
naturally influences the public mind and alarms 
it. Those ministers who have lately been sieal- 
‘ing a march on their colleagues by seoretly dié- 


ail 


cussing and signing altered treaties, must feel, 
or at least onght to feel, a little uncomfortable at 
their somewhat rash precipitancy. 
From the foreign point of view, it is quite clear 
that treaty revision must be placed in abeyance 
until the codes have been amended and made 
fit for their purpose, and ratification certainty 
should be witheld from the American and German 
‘treaties until that has satisfact-rily been ac- 
complished. England, forewarned, will be fully 
justified in waiting, for it would be altoge- 
| ther unjustifiable for her to make her subjects in 
this part of the world liable to obey laws which are 
declared in many respects to be incomprehensi- 
ble. .: : | 
The Governments should at onee recognise the 
task before it; it is not treaty revision to which it 
should earnestly address itself but the revision 
of the codes, for antil they have been rendered 
| Congraons, logical and satisfactory, it has no 
right to expect that all the Foreign Powers will 
be so careless of their subjects’ well-being here 
as to expose them to the manifold difficulties and 
of such orude and unfit legislation as 
competent critica declare the new codes to be. 
| | Tam, 
Your’s faithfully, 
yy Na 


July 22nd, 1889. 
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Sa Majesté ’?Empereur du Japon > wag roan apap es animés d’un égal désir de maintenir les 
bons rapports déja henrensement établis entre Eux, en i dicate’ et en angmentant les relations entre 
leurs Etats respectifs, et persnadés que ce but ne saurait dtre mienx atteint que par la révision des 
traités jusqn’ici en vigueur entre les denx Pays, ont résolu de procéder A cette révision sur les bases de 
Véquité et de l’intérét mntuel, et ont nommé A cet effet pour Leurs Plénipotentiaires, savoir : 


“Sa Majesté P Bniperenr ht dapen 
~Kteoee Parrett eck icee +s s eeeeev eee eee eee eee eee 


Lesqnels, aprés s’étre communiqué leurs pleins ponvoirs, tronvés en bonne et due forme, ont 
arrété et conclu les articles suivants : 3 


all 


fous cle 


Les sujets -on—eitevens de chacnne des denx Hantes Parties Contractantes anront tonte liberts, ° 
d’entrer, de voyager on de résider en un lien quelconque du territoire de Vantre, et y joniront ene 
pleine et entire protection ponr lenrs personnes et leurs propriétés. Tls anront mn accds libre et 
facile anx tribunaux ponr la ponrsnite on la défense de lenrs droits; ils anront, sur le méme pied que 


em 


les sujets dn Pays, la facnité de choisir et d’employer des avouds, des avocats et dés mandataires afin — 


de ponrsnivre et de défendre lenrs droits devant ces tribnnanx. Et qnant anx antres matidres qni_ se 
rapportent A l’administration de la justice, ils jouiront de tous les droits et priviléges dont jouissent les 
snjets du Pays. 


Les sujets on—eitevens de chacune des Parties Contractantes joniront, dans le territoire de 
Vantre, dune liberté entiére de conscience ; ils ponrront, en se conformant aux lois et aux réglements, 
ee livrer A V’exercice public on privé de lenr cnlte; ils joniront aussi du droit d’inhumer leurs natio- 
nanx respectifs suivant lenrs contumes religienses, dans des lienx convenables et appropriés qui seront 
établis et entretenns A cet effet. 

Ils ne seront contraints, sous ancun prétexte, de paver des charges on taxes autres ou plus 


| levies >i celles qui sont ou seront imposdées anx sujets oweiteyens du Pays. 


Les sujets on-eiteyens de chacnne des Parties Contractantes qui résident dans les territoires de 
Vantre ne seront astreints A aucun service militaire obligatoire soit dans l’armée, la marine, la garde 


nationale, soit dans la milice; ils seront exempts de toutes contributions imposdes en lien et place 
du service personnel, et de tous emprunts foreés on de toutes contraintes on contributions militaires. 


Sont toutefois exceptés les obligations et les charges concernant la propriété ou la location des ter- 
rains et autres propriétés fonciéres, auxquels tous les sujets er-ettoyens du Pays sont assujettis. 


Arriene IIL. 
Tl y aura, entre les territoires des deux Hautes Parties Contractantes, entiére liberté de com- 


“merce et de navigation ice ’ 


- Les sujets ée-eiteyens de chacune des Parties Contractantes pourront exercer, dans les territoires 


de Y , le cOmmerce en gros ou en détail de tous produits, objets fubriqués et marchandises de 
commerce licite, soit en personne, soit par leurs agents, tant seuls qu’en société avec des étrangers ou 


‘des snjets du Pays, le tout en se conform mt ax lois et rézlements de police et de douane du Pays, 
comme les nationaux eux-mémes. 


6m AL 660-48 


Articiz L. | oe ia 


(2) 


Ils auront pleine liberté de se rendre avec leurs navires et leurs cargaisons dans tons 8 les lieux 
’ ner ; 
ports et cours d’eau des territoires de l’autre qui sont ou pourront étie ouverts au coramerce « 
et ils jouiront respectivement, pour tout ce qui concerne lindustrie, les manufactures, le commerce ot 
la navigation, du méme traitement que les sujets ov-etteyens du Pays, sans avoir A payer aucuns 
impét, taxe ou droit de quelque nature ou dénomination que ce soit, pergus au nom ou an profit du 
Gouvernement, des fonctionnaires publics, des particuliers, des corporations ou établissements quelcon- 
ques, antres ou plus élevés que ceux imposés aux sujets ov-etteyens-du Pays. .. 


Aegnerat 


Les sujetson- ettoy ! 
Vantre;—de—ta-— mime probation 
vention; “tee : 


TEr imperenr du Japon 
“& pt endroit qu’ils vien- 
cles produits ou fabriqués dans 
les sertitotres de Sa Majesté I’ Reareneed du Japon, de quelque pea qu’ils viennent, aucnns droits 
autres ou plus élevés que ceux imposés sur les articles similaires produits ou fabriqnés dans tout autre 
pays étranger. De méme, aucune prohibition ne sera maintenue ou imposée sur l’importation dans 
les territoires de l’une des Parties Contractantes d’un article quelconque produit ou fabriqué dans les 
territoires de l’autre, de quelque endroit qu’il vienne, & moins que cette prohibition ne soit également 
appliquée A l’importation des articles similaires produits ou fabriqués dans tous les autres pays. Cette 
derniére disposition n’est pas applicable aux prohibitions sanitaires et autres provenant de la nécessits 
de protéger la santé publique, ainsi que la conservation du bétail et des plantes utiles & Pagriculture. 


Articite VI, 


Ils est convenu entre les Hautes Parties Contractantes qu’au lieu des droits d’importation 
levés et pergus jusqu’ici, les droits spécifiés dans le tarif ci-annexé pourront étre levés par le Gonverne- 
ment Japonais sur tous les articles de production ou de fabrication ..44.044......... & leur importa- 
tion au Japon. J.e Gouvernement Japonais se réserve, d’ailleurs, le droit de restreindre ou de prohiber 
temporairement |’importation de tout article qui pourrait nuire & la santé, aux biens, | GUX-MREUTS-Ot& 
ta séeurité publique ov tes mettre en—peértl, : 

I] est entendn entre les Hautes Parties Contractantes que le Gouvernement Japonais, au cas oit il 
imposerait des droits intérieurs, on les augmenterait, sur le saké, le shoyu, le mirin ou le tibac, pourra 
imposer un droit compensateur sur les mémes articles importés au Japon, pourvu que ce droit compen- 
sateur, augmenté des droits de douane, n’excéde pas lx taxe ou les droits intérieurs: | 

Les droits ee ad valorem payables au Japon seront calculés d’aprés le cot des 
marchandises au lieu d’achat, ds production ou de fabrication, en y adjoutant les frais d’assurance et 
de transport du lieu od elles ont été achetées, produites ou a ageinn J jusqu’an Hn de déchargement, 
ainsi que les frais de commission sil en existe. 

La somme ainsi obtenue sera considé:ée comme la valeur des EA sur be tons reront 
payés les droits prescrits dans le tarif. 
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Les marchandises de production ou de fabrication étrangére réimportées an Japon aprés en 
avoir été exportées, payeront les droits @ importation en conformité avec le tarif, alors méme que les 
drvits auraient été payés sur ces mirchandises au moment de leur premiére importation. 

Les marchandises de production on de fabrication japonaise qui seront rapportées au Japon 
de pays étrangers, payeront un droit ad valorem de cing pour cent. 


Artriciz VI! 


Il ne sera imposé a l’exportation d’un article quelconqne des territoires de l’une des Parties 
Contractantes A destination des territoires de l’antre, aucuns droit ou taxe autres on plus élevés que 
ceux qui sont ou seront payables 4 l’exportation des articles similaires & destination d’un autre pays 
étranger, quel qu’il soit ; de méme, aucune prohibition ne sera imposée & l’exportation d’ancun article 
des territoires de l’une des Parties Contractantes & destination des territoires de l’antre, sans que cette 
prohibition soit également étendue & l’exportation des articles similaires & destination de tous les autres 
pays sans exception. 


“ Articie VITI. 


Les snjets on-—citeyens- de chacune des Parties Contractantes jouiront, dans les territoires de 

Yantre, relativement A |’exemption des droits de transit et & tont ce qui concerne le magasinage, les 

primes, les facilités et les drasvbacks, de tous les avantages qui sont ou seront accordés & la nation la 
plus favorisée. 

: Il est, d’ailleurs, entendn que toutes marchandises importées au Japon par des sujets-on-eite- 


yons-+,/16bdfd......., sur lesqnelles les droits anront été payés conformément an tarif annexé au 
présent Traité, ponrront étre expédides, franches de droits, dans un port japonais qnelconque ; et, 
lorsqu’elles seront transportées & l’intérienr, elles ne seront sonmises, & moins qu’il ne soit prévu autre- 
ment dans ce Traité, & aucun droit de transit, taxe ou accise additionnels, dans un endroit quelconque 
de ’ Empire du Japon. 


Arricin VHT 1X 


Lorsqne des marchandises de production ou de. fabrication étrangére qui ont été retirées de la 
garde et du contréle dela Donane, seront, dans les denx années de la date de leur importation, ex- 
portées du Japon, elles pourront passer par la Donane franches de droits d’exportation, et l’impor- 
tateur aura le droit, en ontre, de recevoir un certificat de drawback pour le montant des droite 
d’importation payés sur ces marchandises, pourvu que-tons les frais dis A la Douane pour lesdites 
marchandises aient été acquittés ; qu’elles soient exportées de bonne foi & destination d’un pays étran- 
ger, et qu’elles le soient, de plus, dans les barriques, caisses, coffres, malles ou emballages dans lesqnels 
elles ont été premiérement importées, sans avoir été ouvertes on débaliées, sauf par la Donane on sur 
son autorisation; que la demande d’un drawback de droits soit accompagnée du permis d’importa- 
tion originaire, lequel sera retenn par les antorités de la Donane, et que les lites marchandises soient, 
au moment de leur exportation, soumises & tel examen et A telle inspection que les antorités de la. 
Donane estimeront nécessaires pour établir leur identité avec les marchandises décrites dans le permis 
d’importation. Ces certificats de drawback pourront étre ou convertis en espéces sur demande, ou. 
acceptés, en tout temps, par les autorités de la Donane pour le payement des droits. 


Arricte [X. 
Les mémes droits seront payés a importation dans les territoires de l’une ou de l’autre des 
Hautes Parties Céntractantes sur tout article qui pent on pourra y étre légzlement importé par les natio- 
naux ou par les étrangers, que cette importation ait lieu par des navires japonais ou par des navires .7.¢4.5¢¢4 


(4) 


Les mémes droits seront payés A l’exportation des territoires de ?une on de lautre des Hantes Parties 
Oontractantes sur tout article qui pent on pourra en étre légalement exporté par les nationaux ou par 
les é6trangers, que cette éxportation ait lien par des navires japonais ou par des navires ..2ctJddéds...... 


Articiz XI 


Le cabotage dans les territoires de lune ou de autre des Hautes Parties Contractantes est 
- eas : . | . , , 2t, red bed, 

excepté des dispositions du présent Traité ; il sera régi par les lois «. iererrr i japonaises;tes- 
pectivement. Il est entendn, tontefois, qne les snjets on citeyens aghan ass.. n.. S et les 
snjets japonniven .24t.,./a¢ats. joniront, sous ce rapport, des droits qui sont on seront accordés 
par lesdites lois aux sujets on citoyens de tout antre Pays. 

Tout navire japonais chargé A l’étranger d’une cargaison destinée A denx on plusieurs ports 
de... 40 iihe...., et tout navire ...cr.444d.04....... chargé a l’étranger d’une cargaison destinée A 
doe ou slasdionas nora du Japon, pourra diane ne partie de sa cargaison dat ng un port et conti- 
nner son voyage pour l’antre on les antres ports de destination ot le commerce ¢tranger est antorisé, 
dans le but d’y décharger le reste de sa cargaison d’origine, en se conformant tonjours aux lois et aux 
réglements de douane des deux Pays. 

Toutefois, le Gouvernement Impérial Japonais fait, en ontre, la concession suivante, A savoir 
que les navires ../%.(4//44...... pourront transporter des cargaisons entre les ports ci-aprés: Yoko- 


hama, Kobé et Nagasaki 


Articie XI 


Le Gouvernement Impérial Japonais s’engage, pour une période de dix années & partir de la 


mise en vigneur du présent Traité, & autoriser les sujets japonais a affréter des navires appartenant & 
des snjets en-eiteyens-..0.4(.d.440......., pour les employer.an cabotage sur les cdtes du Japon, anx 
conditions snivantes : 


Aucnun navire étranger ne pourra faire le cabotige an Japon, anx termes des dispositions 
du présent Article, & moins qu'il ne soit affrété de bonne foi et en totalité par des sujets japonais 
exclusivement. | 

Tout snjet japonais désirant affréter un navire étranger s’adressera par écrit aux antorités 
donaniéres dn port d’affrétement, en énongant dans sa demande tons les détails qu’il Ini sera possible 
de fournir relativement au navire, ainsi que le nom et la nationalité du capitaine. I] y joindra le 
projet de la charte-partie, lequel devra (tre signé par le propriétaire, le capitaine on agent du navire ; 
ce projet énoncera Vobjet, la, durée et le montant du prix de Vaffrétement. Les antorités donanid-es, 
lorsqu’elles anront regu une pareille demande, délivreront une autorisation appelée “ autorisation d’af- 
frétement,” contre le payement d’nn droit de cinquante yen. 3 

La durée dn contrat d’affrétement d’un navire étranger ne dépassera pas dounze mois. A I’ex- 
piration de Vaffrétement, Vantorisation sera rendue aux autorités donaniéres du port d’affrétement. 
Tontefois, l’affrétement pourra étre renonvelé et une nonvelle autoriaation d’affrétement obtenne contre 
nn autre versement du droit de cinquante yen et sur une demande faite de la méme maniére que 
pour un premier affrétement. 

En outre de la taxe stipulée ci-~lessns, les navires éprangers affrétés payeront, dés la premiére 
sortie en vertu de la charte-partie, des droits de tonnage et de phares & raison de deux sen par tonneau 
et par mois ou fraction de mois pendant la durée de l’affrétement. 

Tout navire étranger affrdt } portera un pavillon distinet, pour was ope qu'il est affrété par 
un sujet japonais. 

Les navires étrangers affrétés seront, de la m®me maniére que les navires japonais, obliyés de 
transporter les dépéches de la poste, lorsqu’ils en seront requis par les antorités postales du Japon. 
Mais ils ne pourront, dans aucun cas, transporter les dépéches sans la permission desdites antorités. 
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Les navires étrangers affrétés ne pourront étre employés qu’au cabotage. Lorsque l’un d’eux 
ira a l’étranger, l’autorisation d’affrétement devra étre rendue anx autorités douaniéres du port de 
sortie et toutes les marchandises qui y auraient été chargées A n’importe quel port pendant qu’il 
était affrété, seront soumises aux droits dus A l’exportation. 

Les navires étrangers affrétés seront soumis aux Riglemen ts Commerciaux en tant que ces 
réglements seront applicables. Leur autorisation d’affrétement sera, pendant tonte la durée de leur 
séjour dans un port, déposée auprés des autorités douaniéres. 


Articte XIII 


Tout vaissean de guerre on navire de commerce de l’une ou de l’autre des Parties Contractantes, 
qui serait foreé par un manvais temps ou par suite d’un autre danger, de s’abriter dans un port de 
autre, aura la liberté de s’y faire réparer, de s’y procurer toutes les provisions nécess tires, et de re- 
prendre la mer, sans payer d’autres frais que ceux qui devraient (tre payés par les navires nationanux. 
Dans le cas, cependant, od le capitaine d’un navire de commerce se trouverait dans la nécessité de 
vendre une partie de sa cargaison pour payer les frais, il serait obligé de se conformer anx réglements 
et tarifs du lien od il aurait relAché. 

Si un vaissean de guerre ou un navire de commerce de l’une des Parties Contractantes « échoné 
ou naufragé sur les cStes de l’antre, les autorités locales en informeront le Consul-Générel,. le Consul, 
le Vice-Consul ou l’Agent Consulaire du lieu de l’accident ; et, s’il n’y a pas de ces officiers consulaires, 
elles en informeront le Consul-Général, le Consul, le Vice-Consul, ou ? Agent Consulaire du distri ict le 
plus voisin. 

Toutes les opérations relatives ay sanvetage des navires . Ati ft. Uihdeds. nautragés ou échoués 
dans les eaux territoriales de l’Empire Re auront lieu conformément aux lois da daper ; et, 
réciproquement, toutes les mesures de sanvetage relatives aux navires japonnis naufragés ou échouds 
dans les eaux territoriales de <4, reyes bu ‘dal auront lier conformément aux lois Sigs CARMA. 

Tous navires ou vaisseaux ainsi ident ou naufragés, tons débris et accessoires, toutes fourni- 
tures leur appartenant, et tous effets et marchandises sauvées desdits navires, y compris ceux qui 
wuraient été jetés A la mer ou les produits désdits objets, s’‘ils sont vendus, ainsi que tous papiers trouves 
& bord de ces navires échonés ou naufragés, seront remis aux propriétaires ou & leurs agents quand ils 
les réclameront. Dans le cas od ces propriétaires on agents ne se trouveraient pas sur les lienx, lesilits 
produits on objets seront remis aux Consuls-Généranx, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, ou Agents Consulaires 
respectifs, sur leur réclamation, dans le délai fixé par les lois du Pays, et ces Officiers consnlaires, pro- 
priétaires ou agents payeront senlement les dépenses occasionnées pour la conservation desdits objets, 
ensemble les frais de sauvetage ou autres dépenses auxquelles seraient soumis, en cas de naufrage, les 
navires nationaux. 

Les effets et marchandises sanvés du nanfrage seront exempts de tous droits de donane, a 
moins quiils n’entrent dans la consommation intérienre, auquel cas ils So Gedapee les droits ordinaires, 

Dans le cas ot un navire appartenant aux sujets : des Parties Contractantes 
ferait naufrage ou échouerait sur le territoire de ’ autre, les Consile Généraux, Consuls, Vice-Consuls 
et Agents Consulaires respectifs seront autorisés, en l’absence de leurs propriétaires, capitaines, ou 
autres agents de Jeurs propriétaires, & préter leur appui officiel pour procurer toute l’assistance néces- 
saire aux sujets respectifs de chaque Etat. Il en sera de méme si les propriétaires, capitaines ou 
agents sont présents, mais demandent une telle assistance. 


Articuse SHE XV 


Si un marin déserte d’un navire de guerre ou de commerce appartenant a l’une des denx 
Parties Contractantes sur le territoirve de lautie, les antorités locales seront tennes de preter toute 


6) 


lassistance en lear pouvoir pour l’arrestation et la remise de ce déserteur, sur la demande qui leur sera 
aidlressée A cet effet par le Consul du Pays auquel appartient le navire du déserteur, ou par le manda- 
taire ou le représentant de ce Consul. 

Il est entendu que cette stipulation ne s’appliqnera pas aux sujets on-etteyens du Pays ot la 
désertion a eu lieu. | 


Arricte XE¥. X\V/ 


Les navires ../2<4.dA¢d. entrant dans les ports du Japon payeront, au moment de l’entrée 
en Douane, des droits de tonnage et de phares & l’un des taux suivants, au choix des capitaines, 
propriétaires on agents de ces navires: 

1° vingt-cing sen par tonneau pour une entrée dans un seul port du Japon. 

2° trente sen par,tonneau pour une période de deux mois, avec faculté de visiter divers ports 
japonais, mais sans aller a un on plusieurs ports étrangers. | 

8° quatre-vingts sen par tonneau pour une période de six mois, avec faculté de visiter un ou 
plusieurs ports japonais ou étrangers. 

4° Tes Compagnies chargées d’un service postal pourront, si elles le désirent, libérer leurs 
navires des droits de tonnage et de phares pour sept voyages réglementaires consécutifs, en payant un 
droit de quatre-vingts sen par tonnean snr la moyenne des tonnages des navires qui les exécutent. 

Ce payement devra se faire lors de la premiére entrée ; il sera calculé d’aprés les prévisions du 
ibleau de service, sauf remboursement partiel de la part soit des antorités douaniéres, soit de la Com- 
gnie postale, lors de la septiéme entrée, au cas ob quelque modification ultérieure de nature a 
anger la moyenne du tonnage se serait produite dans le monvement des navires. 
Le tonnage imposable des navires ../7<4.04é4....... sera le tonnage sie cane tes—rézles 
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Les navires ci-aprés seront exempts du payement des droits de tonnage et de phares : 

1° les navires de guerre ; 

2° les bateanx de plaisance ; 

3° les bateaux de péche n’ayant pas de cargaison & bord ; 

4° les navires jangeant moins de vingt tonneanux ; Ce 

50 les navires entrant dans un port en détresse on pour se,réparer pourvu qu’tls ne s’occupent 
de commerce ; , 

6° les navires entrant et sortant sur lest ; 

7° les navires quittant le port dans les quarante-huit heures aprés y avoir monillé, pourvu 
ils ne débarquent, ni n’embarquent, ni ne transbordent de cargaison, et qu’ils ne débarqnent, ni ne 
nnent.A bord soit des passagers soit des dépéches de la poste. Néanmoins, les navites payeront 
droit douanier de quinze yen. 

Les droits payés jusqu’ici a l’entrée et A la sortie des navires ./2.4444¢...... dans les ports 
Japon, ne seront plus percus a l’avenir. | 


Articm X¥. X/X 

Pendant une période de cing ans A compter de Ja mise en vigueur du présent Traité, la juridic- 
qu sera exercée par les tribunanx Carsdsed cere, mar Tes sujets on—eiteyens .74¢14d44........ 
eurs biens sera, d’une maniére territoriale, limitée ‘aux Concessions étrangers de Hako. late, 
io, Yokohama Osaka, Kobé et Nagasaki, et & ceux des ports joints & ces Concessions, qui 
anjourd’hui ouverts aux navires .../2.¢.¢444%.... ainsi qu’anx autres localités avoisinant ccs 
cessions étrangéres, ot les sujets en-citeyens ....7.414¢.¢d..... sont autorisés, dune maniére per- 
ente en vertu de traités ou autres arrangements formels, A y résider et & y loner des terrains. Et 
tir du méme moment, sur tous les points du Japon, en dehors des limites des Concessions étrangéres, 
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l’assistance en lear pouvoir pour larrestation et la remise de ce déserteur, sur la demande qui leur sera 
ailressée A cet effet par le Consul du Pays auquel appartient le navire du déserteur, ou par le manda- 
taire ou le représentant de ce Consul. 


Il est entendu que cette stipulation ne s’appliquera pas aux sujets on-etteyens- du Pays ot la 
désertion a eu lieu. 


Arricte X¥FV. XV/ 


Les navires ...z¢4dAcd....... entrant dans les ports du Japon payeront, au moment de l’entrée 
en Douane, des droits de tonnage et de phares & Pun des taux suivants, au choix des capitaines, 
propriétaires on agents de ces navires : 

1° vingt-cing sen par tonneau pour une entrée dans un seul port du Japon. 

20 trente sen par tonneau pour une période de deux mois, avec faculté de visiter divers ports 
japonais, mais sans aller A un on plusieurs ports étrangers. 

8° quatre-vingts sen par tonneau pour une période de six mois, avec faculté de visiter un ou 
plusieurs ports japonais ou étrangers. : 

40° Les Compagnies chargées d’un service postal pourront, si elles le désirent, libérer leurs 
navires des droits de tonnage et de phares pour sept voyages réglementaires consécutifs, en payant un 

droit de quatre-vingts sen par tonnean sur la moyenne des tonnages des navires qui les exécutent. 

Ce payement devra se faire lors de la premiére entrée ; il sera calculé d’aprés les prévisions du 
tablean.cle serxice,sauf remboursement partiel de la part soit des autorités douaniéres, soit de la Com- 
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ports et localités ci-~lessus mentionnés, les tribunaux japonais auront et exerceront nne juridiction 
compléte et exclusive, tant civile que criminelle, sur les sujets on-eitoyens-. 044A 8LN., ro. Ob 
leurs biens conformément aux loisdu Japon. A expiration des cing ans précités toute la juridiction 
jusqu’alors exercée par les tribunanx Lvawecddaud.,. au J apon et les priviléges, exemptions et im- 
munités dont, & ce moment-la, les sujets ou-eiteyens ../26tdded, . jouissaient, comme faisant 
partie de cette juridiction ou y appartenant, cesseront et finiront entiérement d’une maniére absolue 
et sans notification. Dés lors les tribunaux japonais se chargeront de toute cette juridiction et 
-Texerceront. Les tribunaux lLandtedonred,.Sontinveront de fonctionner jusqu’A ce que la décision 
\définitive aura été rendue quant aux actions /is pendens devant ces mémes tribunaux au moment 
fixé pour l’abolition de la juridiction consulaire. 
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Articue XVEE XX 


Dans le cas ot des sujets on-citoyens ..,2/44044...... désireraient, 4 un moment quelconque 
avant Vabolition définitive de la juridiction consulaire ..,.22zcaads se soumettre exclusivement 
i la juridiction japonaise, ils ponrront le faire 4 condition qu’ils formulent et déposent & leurs anto- 
rités consulaires compétentes et aux autorités locales japonaises compétentes une déclaration formelle 
i cet effet, mais cette soumission n’enlévera pas aux tribunaux consulaires ..A¢aé¢4d...... lear 
juridiction sur ces sujets ev-eiteyens; laquelle appartiendrait antrement auxdits tribunaux, par rap- 


port a des: responsabilités encourues et des délits commis par lesdits sujets eu-eiteyens avant de faire 
cette soumission. 


Arricte XVHE.. 


Chacune des Hautes Parties Contractantes pourra nommer des Consuls-Généranx, Consuls, 
Vice-Consnls, Pro-Consuls et Agents Consulaires dans tous les ports, villes et places de l’autre, sanf 
dans les localités ot il y aurait inconvénient & admettre de tels agents. 
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Cette exception ne sera cependant pas faite A l’égard de l’une des Parties Contractantes sans 
Pdtre également A l’égard de tontes les antres Puissances. 


Les Consuls-Généranx, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, Pro-Consuls et Agents Consulaires exerceront 
_ toutes leurs fonctions et jouiront de tous les priviléges, exemptions et immunitds ani sant.an earant.. 
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Articte XXIV. 


Pendant la durée de la juridiction consulaire les sujets or-eitoyen® . Tid ded... an dapon 

ne seront, dans les limites territoriales de cette juridiction, passibles que des taxes, impdts, droits et 

CoAki s..: frais imposés sur les sujets japonais, & l’égard des entreprises industrielles ou manufacturiéres. A 
Gutup der partir du jour de ¥6 s ratifies tions-de-ee Traité, en dehors des limites territoriales de la juridic- 
aay? tion consulaire et du jour de la cessation de la juridiction consulaire dans tout Empire, les sujets ou 


ertoyens-.. /2¢4dhé4....... seront passibles des mémes taxes, impOts, droits et frais que le sont. les 
sujets japonais. | ? ? 


Articnre XXH. XXV 


En méme temps que la juridiction consulaire au Japon sera abolie, en conformité de I’ Article 
X¥ du présent Traité, les titres de tons biens fonciers concédés on arrentés & bail perpétnel par le 
Gronvernement Japonais, et qui seront, a cette époqne, possédés par des sujets on-eiteyens 1d ded. 
soit en société, soit individnellement, en qualite de gérants ou antrement, seront convertis en titres 
définitifs ; les possesserirs (le ces biens fonciers en deviendront dés lors propriétaires absolus, et obtiendront 
du Gouvernement J aponais, en rendant leurs titres de concession, des titres de propriété fonciére. Les 
rentes antérieureméent payées sur ces biens fonciers cesseront alors d’étre pergnes, et, aux lien et place 
desdites rentes, ces biens fonciers seront soumis aux mémes impOts nationanx et locanx que cenx qui 
frappent les biens de méme nattre possé|és par les sujets du Pays, et ils seront aussi, A tous autres éyanis, 
soumis aux lois du Japon qui régissent la propriété foncieére. 

I] est entendu, toutefois, que, dans tons les cas ob une réduction de la rente des terrains posse. lés 
& bail perpétuel aura été accordée par le Gouvernement J aponais & cause de l’usage anquel ces terrains 
ont été affectés, les impéts A percevoir a l’avenir aux lieu et place de cette rente réduite n’en excéderont 
pas le montant. | 

Lorsque les changements ci-dessns dans la nature de la propriété foncidre anront été effectnés, 
toutes les concessions étrangéres seront entidrement et pour le tout incorporées dans les communes 


f tn Cree Ly 
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Cette exception ne sera cependant pas faite A l’égard de l’une des Parties Contractantes sans 
tre également & ’égard de tontes les antres Puissances. 

Les Consuls-Généranx, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, Pro-Consuls et Agents Consulaires exerceront 
toutes leurs fonctions et joniront de tous les priviléges, exemptions et immunités qui sont ou seront 
-accordés & ceux de la nation la plus favorisée. 


ArricLe XEX. 


OE ERE EN 


Articte XXII 


Tous les priviléges et immnnités dont les sujets on-eiteyens-..,221dd4¢....... ont joui jusqu’ici 
wi Japon en vertu de traités et d’arrangements antérieurs, sont maintenus pendant la durée de la 


jaridiction consnlaire, en tant qu’ils ne sont pas abrogés par les stipulations du présent Traité, et a 


partir du jour ot la juridiction-consulaire cessera d’exister, tous ces priviléges et immunités seront 
considérés comme abrogés & moins qu’ils ne soient maintenus par ce Traité. 


Artricte XXTLY. 


Pendant la durée de la jnridiction consulaire les sujets on-eitoyens ..7.<ddéd....... an Japon 
ne seront, dans les limites territoriales de cette juridiction, passibles que des taxes, inpdts, droits et 
frais imposés sur ven snjets Japonais, & l’égard des entreprises industrielles ou manufacturiéres. A 
partir du jour de ¥ ge-ce Traité, en dehors des limites territoriales de la juridic- 
tion consulaire et du jour de la cessation de la juridiction consulaire dans tout l’Empire, les sujets on 
eitoyens-.. 214d dbd, seront passibles des mémes taxes, impdts, droits et frais que le sont les 
snjets japonais. 4 


Arricne XXXH. XXV 


En méme temps que la juridiction consulaire au Japon sera abolie, en conformité de |’ Article 
X¥ du présent Traité, les titres de tons biens fonciers concélés on arrentés & bail perpétnel par le 
Gouvernement Japonais, et qui seront, & cette époqne, possédés par des sujets en-eitoyens ..214.4d44. 
soit en société, soit individnellement, en qualite de gérants ou antrement, seront convertis en titres 
définitifs ; les possesserrs de ces biens fonciers en deviendront dés lors propriétaires absolus, et obtiendront 
du Gouvernement Japonais, en rendant leurs titres de concession, des titres de propriété fonciére. Les 
rentes antérieuremént payées sur ces biens fonciers cesseront alors d’étre pergues, et, aux lien et place 
desdites rentes, ces biens fonciers seront soumis aux mémes imp6ts nationaux et locanx que ceux qui 
frappent les biens de méme nature possélés par les sujets du Pays, et ils seront aussi, & tous autres égards, 
soumis aux lois du Japon qui régissent la propriété fonciére. 

I] est entendu, toutefois, que, dans tons les cas od une réduction de la rente des terrains possé.lés 
& bail perpétuel aura été accordée par le Gouvernement Japonais & cause de l’usage auquel ces terrains 
ont été affectés, les impéts A percevoir & l’avenir aux lieu et place de cette rente réduite n’en excéderont 
pas le montant. 

Lorsque les changements ci-dessus dans la nature de la propriété fonciére anront été effectnes, 
toutes les concessions étrangéres seront entiérement et pour le tout incorporées dans les communes 
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japonaises respectives ; & partir de ce moment, elles formeront une portion intégrante du systéme 
municipal du Japon, et les antorités compétentes assumeront tontes les obligations et charges muni- 
cipales qui s’y rattachent. En méme temps, les fonds et biens municitpanx appartenant & ces conces- 
sions seront transmis auxdites antorités japonaises. * 

Tous les terrains qui auront été précélemment donnés, exempts de rentes, par le Gonvernement 
Japonais pour un usage public dans les concessions étrangéves, resteront, sous réserve des droits de la 
souveraineté territoriale, d’une fagon permanente affranchis de toutes taxes ou charyes et consacrés a 
usage public pour leyuel ils ont été originairement réservés. 
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Articte XXIVZ. 


Le présent Traité sera ratifié le tOt possible et les ratifications en seront échangées A Tokio. 
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L’une on V’antre des Hantes Parties Ceabeabinntes 4 aura le droit, & un moment cata: 
apres quionze ans se seront éconlés depuis le jour de l’entrée en vigueur du présent Traité, de notifier 
i lautre son intention de mettré fin au présent Traité, et, & l’expiration de douze mois aprés cette 
notification, ce T'raité cessera et finira entiérement. 

En fol deo quoi, les Plénipotentiares respectifis ont sizné et scellé de leur sceau le présent Traitd 
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REPORTED INTERVIEW WITHA 
| COUNT OKUMA, 


HIS RESIGNATION ADVISED BY VISCOUNT TORIO. 

Says the Nichi Nichi Shimbun in its yes- 
terday’s issue; We have previously briefly 
reported that Viscount Gen. Torio, and Count 
Soeshima, Privy Councillors; Viscount Kaieda, 
Major-Gen. Harada, Senators, and Mr. Nishi- 
mura, Court Councillor, the leaders of the op- 
position to Treaty Revision, had an interview 
with Count Okama, the Foreign Minister, at hia 
official residence on the 14th instant and then 
discussed the question of the revised treaties 
with him. We are now able to pablish the 
following farther particulara as they were 
related to us. Some may think it strange 
that Viscount Kaeida shonld have been one 
of the visitors as it had been reported that he 
had ceased opposition and had come round to 
Count Okuma’s way of thinking. Bat there is 
nothing strange about this as Count Okuma 
had told him that the conditions of 
the new treaties were not opposed to the 
provisions of the Oonstitation. While the 
Count believed so for a time he was not 
however wholly satisfied aud therefore, in 
order that he might hear both sides, he 
accompanied Viscount Torio and the others 
on their visit to Count Okuma, 

Count Soeshima opened the discussion by 
requesting Count Okuma to withdraw the 
diplomatie notes. To this the Foreign Minister 
replied “impossible” and nothing further 
passed between thesetwo, ==> -- 


* 


¢ 


Viscount Torio then followed. He asked: 
Is it not a violation of the Constitation to 
employ foreign jadges in the Higher Courts 
as provided for by the new treaties _ 

Connt Okuma; ‘lo employ foreign jadges 
was of course opposed to the Constitution bat 
now naturalized foreigners are to serve and 
therefore I do not think there can be any 
objection. 


Viscount Torio: When you first proposed 
new treaties had you in mind naturalised 
foreiguers? If the diplomatic notes contain 
the clause “those Haropeans or Americans 
who are to be appointed Jadges of Japan will 
have to obey the regulations of the respective 
Courts to which they.are appointed on and 
after the date of their appointment ” &c., 
I do not conclude that you meant 


nataraligzed foreigners at first. If, however, 
sach was your idea [ do not see that the 
clause just mentioned is necessary. How 
about this point P | 

— Count Okuma did not answer: 

Viscount Torio; Shoald it be stipulated by 
the diplomatic notes that these foreign judges 
sitting in Japanese Courts reserve theright not 
to be dismissed within fonr years except by 
way of disciplinary panishmeut the word right 
isto my mind a disgrace, The power to confer 
such a right is reserved to His Majesty 


right the jociaee possess; their appoint. 


| the Emperor of Japan and yetthe point is 


settled by diplomatic notes, to my great 
diesatisfaction, According to the Constitu- 
tion a judgeship is evidently meant to be a 
life position bat not in consequence of any 
ment or dismissal resta alone with the 
Emperor. How about this point P 

Count Okuma did not answer. | 

Viscount Torio: Should it be provided by 
the diplomatic notes that when there is 
dissatisfaction at the result of a mixed trial 
in the Court of First Instance appeal to the 
Court. of Cassation is allowed without first 
applying to the Court of Appeal, a law has 
heen introdaced for the benefit of foreigners. 


If two modes of procedure—one for foreigners 


and one for natives—are to be introduced 
I don’t say mach about it, bat if one law con- 
taining distinctions is to be applied I think it is 
highly improper. How about this point P 

Connt Okama: Your opinion is very 
proper, but you mast recogyize the evila of 
extra-territoriality as very great and that in 
order to abolish these evils slight sacrifices in 
other respects mast be made; in other words, 
we must bay the removal of extra-territoriality. 

Viscount Torio: Ihave heard it isagreed by 
the diplomatic notes that the Codes of various 
laws should be perfected within five years, 
with an extension of two yeara anda half if 
impossible to complete within that time, The 
Codes are intended for Japan and therefore 
no interference on the part of outsiders should 
be allowed, The process to be followed ic, I 
think, like tying a rope round the neok in 
order in make straight a crooked finger. How 
about this point P 

Count Okuma did not answer. 

Visconnt Torio: It is specially agreed that 
to protect the interests of Foreigners these 
judgea shall be appointed. When viewed 
from the opposite standpoint the privileges 
of Japanese as provided by the Conatitation 
seem to have been disregarded. Jadging 
from these considerations the proposed new 
treaties seem to be prejadicial to the honoar, 
profit and privilege of Jnpan, What do you 
intend to do regarding Trenty Revision P (at 
this point Viscount Kaieda asked Couut 
Okuma: “How ia it that your statements 
made to Viscount Torio to-day are quite 
different té what you told me the other 
day”? Connt Okuma smiled and did not 
reply.) i a ee 

Viscount Torio, continaing his qaestion, 
suid; Count Okuma, do you positively intend 
to bring these treaties into force ? | 

Count Okuma: For my part the text of 
the new trenties seems to be best, so, 
of course, I intend to pat the same in 
practice, of course dependent on His Mujestys 
sanction, BES 

Viscoaunt Torio; What! It is unbecoming. 
You refer to His Majesty the Emperor, but 
l do not see any chance of that as 
the conditions have been agreed to by 
His Majesty’s Government. ‘Trathfally, [ 
do not believe you could do better than 
suspend ‘l'reaty Revision and resign your 
position, Iam very sorry to say this to you 
but regarding the welfare of the country I 
cannot be silent, Torio came to advise yoar 
resignation, 

Count Okama: Thank you for your kind- 
ness bat an I believe Lam following the 
right policy I shall proceed. 

Viscount Torio: Then if that is yoar 
decision [ canuvot say more. I believe that 
[ have acted the part of a friend and in 
future shall not further discuss the subject 
with you. We will now be off. 


‘The interview then concladed. 
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REPORTED INTERVIEW WITH 
COUNT OKUMA, 


HIS RESIGNATION ADVISED BY VISCOUNT TORIO. 

Says the Nichi Nichi Shimbun in its yes- 
terday's issue: We have previously briefly 
reported that Viscount Gen. Torio, and Count 
Soeshima, Privy Councillors; Viscount Kaieda, 
Major-Gen, Harada, Senators, and Mr, Nishi- 
mura, Court Councillor, the leaders of the op- 
position to Treaty Revision, had an interview 
with Coant Okama, the Foreign Minister, at hia 
official residence on the 14th instaut and then 
discussed the question of the revised treaties 
with him. We are now able to publish the 
following farther partionlara as they were 
related to us. Some may think it strange 
that Viscount Kaeida should have been one 
of the visitors as it had been reported that he 
lad ceased opposition and had come round to 
Count Okuma’s way of thinking. Bat there is 
nothing strange about this as Coant Okuma 
had told him that the conditions of 
the new treaties were not opposed to the 
provisions of the Constitution. While the 
Connt believed so for a time he was not 
however wholly satisfied and therefore, in 
order that he might hear both sides, he 
accompanied Viscount Torio and the others 
on their visit to Count Okuma, 

Count Soeshima opened the discussion by 
requésting Count Okuma to withdraw the 
diplomatic notes. To this the Foreign Minister 
replied “impossible” and nothing farther 
passed between these two, dey 


Viscount Torio then followed. He asked: . 


Is it not a violation of the Constitution to 
employ foreign judges in the Higher Ooarts 
as provided for by the new treaties 

Connt Okama: ‘To employ foreign jadges 
was of course opposed to the Constitation bat 
now naturalized foreigners are to serve and 
therefore Ido not think there can be any 
objection, 

Viscount Torio: When you first proposed 
new treaties had you in mind nataralised 
foreigners? Ifthe diplomatic notes contain 
the clause “those Haropeans or Americans 


who are to be appointed Jadges of Japan will | 


have to obey the regulations of the respective 


Courts to which they are appointed on and | 


after the date of their appointment” &o., 
I do not conclude that you meant 


natoreliged foreigners at firat. If, however, 
such was your idea | do not see that the 
-|elause jast mentioned is necessary. How 
about this point P 

Count Okama did not answer. 

Viscount Torio: Shonld it be stipalated by 
the diplomatic notes that these foreign judges 
sitting in Japanese Courta reserve theright not 
to be dismiased within four years except by 
way of disciplinary payishment the word right 
ia tomy minda di The power to confer 
such a right is reserved to His Majesty 
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rthe Emperor of Japan and yet the point is 


settled by diplomatic wotes, to my great 
diesatisfaction, According to the Constita- 
tion a jadgeship is evidently meant to be a 
life position bat not in conseqaence of any 
right the | possess; their appoint- 
ment of dismissal rests alone with the 
Emperor. How about this point ? 

Conant Okama did not answer. : 

Viscount Torio; Should it be provided by 


}the diplomatic notes that when there is 


diseatisfaction.at the result of a niixed trial 


jin the Court of First Instance appeal to the 


Court of Cagsation is allowed without first 


japplying to the Court of Appeal, a law has 


heen introdaced for the benefit of foreigners. 
If two modes of procedure—one for foreigners 
and one for natives—are to be introduced 
I don’t say much about it, bat if one law con- 
taining distinctions ia to be applied I think it is 
highly improper. How about this point ? 
Count Okuma; Your opinion is very 
proper, but you must. recognize the evile of 
extra-territoriality as very great and that in 
order to abolish these evils slight sacrifices in 


| other respects must be made; in other words, 


we must bay the removal of extra-territoriality. 

Viscount Torio; Thaveheard it isagreed by 
the diplomatic notes that the Codes of various 
laws should be perfected within five years, 
with an extension of two years and a half if 
impossible to complete within that time, The 
Codes are intended for Japan and therefore 
no interference on the part of outsiders st.onld 


|be allowed, The proceas to be followed is, I 


think, like tying a rope round the neck in 
order in make straight a crooked finger. How 
about this point P 

Count Okuma did not answer. 

Viaconnt ‘l'orio: It is specially agreed that 
to protect the intercats of foreigners these 
judges shall be appointed. When viewed . 
from the opposite standpoint the privileges 
of Japanese as provided by the Constitation 
seem to have been disregarded. Judging 
from these considerations the proposed new 
treaties seem to be prejadicial to the honour, 
profit and privilege of Japan, What do you 
intend to do regarding Treaty Revision P (at 
this point Viscount Knaieda asked Count 
Okuma: “How is it that your statements 
innde to Viscount Torio to-day are quite 
different to what you told me the other 
day” ? Connt Okuma smiled and did not 
reply-) : eck Crest 

Visconnt Torio, continuing his question, 
said: Coant Okama, do you positively intend 
to bring these treaties into force ? 

Connt Okama: For my part the text of 
the new treaties seems to be best, so, 
of course, I intend to pat the same in 
practice, of course dependent on His Mnjesty’s 
sanction, 

Viscoant Torio: What! It is unbecoming, 
You refer to His Majesty the Emperor, but 
I do not see any chance of that as 
the conditions have been agreed to by 
His Majesty’s Government. ‘Trathfally, [ 
dv not believe you could do better than 
suspend ‘T'reaty Revision and resign your 
position. Iam very sorry to say this to you 
bat regarding the welfare of the country I 
cannot be silent. Torio came to advise your 


resignation. 


Count Okama: Thank you for your kind- 
ness bat ax I believe [am following the 
right policy I shall 

Viscount ‘Torio: 


Then if that is your 
decision [ cannot say more. I believe that 
[ have xcted the part of a friend and in 
future shall not further discass the sabject 
with you. We will now be off. 


The interview then concluded. 
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an clrure 2, with Vhor San fto- foo ALO 


persons interested in .the question /of treaty | 
revision in Kyoto, on the 2ist inet., as taken 
from the Nippon :— 

After passing the compliments of the day, 
the representatives remarked that although in 
matters connected with diplomacy secresy is 
necessary, yet it does not seem that it is re- 
quired in the present case, the question in| 
hand being ty of peace andamity. If 
possible, they should be glad to hear the par- 
ticulars. 

Count Oxuma replied that there was no 
necessity for keeping everything secret, but 
as the matter did not concern the Japanese 
Government alone but had also close rela- 
tions with foreign powers who requested him 
to keep the matter secret, he could not very well 
help himeelf, although very reluctant to keep 
silence. As the question is an important one he 
had taken care to speak of it as much as possible 
when reporters come to him to obtain in- 
formation, therefore he would aleo answer 
their questions. 

Q.— What is the language to be used in the 


new treaty ? 
A.—Although French is generally used in 
the text of treaties, in the present case English 


and Japanese has been used. Even the treaty’ 


with Germany has been written in English. 
Q.—Should a difference of interpretation 
occur between the Japanese and English | 
texts, which would be taken to decide the 
matter ? 
A.—The English, although there is no ex- 
press provision to that effect in the treaty. 


| merchandiee, and the aggregate amount is to be 
| three times the present amount. 


Q—It is said that it is stipulated mT] these the duty is as high as 20 per cent, while 


the diplomatic notes that the five codes 
will be published without fail within two roy | 
shalf years from the date of putting the n 
‘treaties into effect. Tt is also sald that it te 
provided in the notes that the five codes will 
be translated into English and published. Is_ 
thie a fact ? 

A.—Only the five codes will be translated, 
but the other laws will only be published in 
Japanese, as there would be considerable 
trouble entailed in translating them. It will 
be quite sufficient if necessary points are trans- 
lated from time to time. 

Q. — We hear that extra-territoriality will be 
removed within five years, but should the five 
codes not be perfected and published within 


the time stipulated, it is said that it is provided | 


in the diplomatic notes that it will be further 
postponed. Taking these circumstances into 
consideration, the removal! of extra-territoriali- 
ty is not to be hoped fof, we presume, until 
the result of the codification of the laws is 
known ? 

A.— No, if the time provided for the publica- 
tion of the codes be postponed, extra-territori- 


ality cannot be removed until three years after | 


the publication of the codes, but as the codes 
are now almost completed there is‘no fear that 
theit publication will be postponed. 


~ 


| Q.—The investigations in connection with 


codification are said to have advanced consi- 
derably, but as the codes must agree with the 
manners and customs of the people, if the laws 
are codified in haste in consequence of diplo- 
matic pressure, how can the people place - 
pendence on them ? 

A.—The examination made in connection 
with the codification of laws was commenced in 
1870, which shows that it has not been done | 
hastily. | 

Q.—This may be, but it was not publicly | 
spoken about until lately. We hear that the 
committee appointed for the examination of | 
laws is working very diligently, and that they 
have set themselves to examine fifteen articles 
a day in order to carry the work through 
in time ; if thie is true much anxiety will be 
felt ? 

A.—No, it is not true. 

Q.—It is said the customs duties will be 
increased to treble their present rate ? 

A.—Yes, they will be increased threefold. 

Q —By threefold do you mean that the rate | 
of duty is fixed on each article so that the 
aggregate will be three times its former amount, 
or does it mean that, without distinction of 
articles, 5 per cent will become 15 per cent by 
the new tariff, or is there any limit set by the 
treaty and the tariff lowered or raised within 
that limit ? 


A.—The rate of duty is to be defined on all 


8.— What articles can be taken as illustrat- 
ing the highest duties, and what are the rates 
on these articles. 


A.—Sugar, wines, spirits and tobacco ; on 


there are articles on which the present duty of 
5 per cent has been lowered or the articles 
made duty free. 

Q.—Is it not too much of a concession tliat 
no restrictions are placed on the privileges to 
be obtainable by foreigners? When we 
| observe the state of our country it will be seen 
that our commerce and industries are in 
their infancy, it being only a few years since 
the country was opened, and there are 
apprehensions for the future, if the country 
is entirely opened in its present state. But 
as it is the common practice- of foreign 
countries to to do so, we should not shrink 


from it. We hear, however, that in foreign 
\countries some convenient restrictions are 
placed on what is granted to persons of other 
nationalities. For instance, the right of posses- 
sion of real estate is not granted to foreigners 
in the United States except in eighteen States, 
and in. England the same right was only 
granted 19 years ago. Even at the present 
day possession of vessels is not permitted to 
foreigners. In other countries greater or lesser 
restrictions are placed. Such being the case, 
is it not too much for us to open the coun- 
try without any restrictions whatever ? 


- do not give. 


A.—These were given in accordance wi 
the principle of reciprocity. What is given t 
our people in other countries we must give 
the subjects of the same power, so that wha 
is not granted to Japanese we also on our par 
This is the common practice o 
civilized countries, and when the abolition o 
extra-territoriality is advocated, we canno 
refuse them the above concessions. 

Q.—If this is so, it must be said that w 
are obliged to be guided by the preceden 


established in foreign countries. If such coun- 


Japanese merchants who are carrying on their 
business with foreign capital. If the country 
should be opened at large, it must be taken 
for granted that these merchanis will enter the 
interior in large numbers. We do not under- 
stand the reason for the assertion that for- 
eigners will not enter the country so much. 
As to the poverty or otherwise of foreigners, 
and that they will not start anything’ in the 
interior our views are different from yours, 
but we shall not argue the point. As the 

term of the new treaty is for 12 years, new) 


tries as England and the United States can treaties must again be contracted at the expi- 


place restrictions to suit their convenience, and ration of thie term. 
we cannot do likewise, then it must be said the compensation 


At that time what will be 
Dees to foreigners for the 


the treaties were contracted solely to suit their "emoval of the foreign judges and the abolition 


convenience ? 


of the restriction on the right of taxation: the 


A.—The Government have recognized the’ interior being opened and unconditional pri- 
fact that in the actual condition of the interior vileges given them, what more have we to 


no restrictions are necessary. 


offer ? 


Q.—In case the Government recognize the A.-- Of course, at the expiration of the twelve 
necessity of providing restrictions on the privi- years, new treaties must again be contracted, 
leges given to foreigners, could we establish | but in that event no new concession is neces. 
restrictions? that is, without seying that as sary. If they will not agree to the removal of 
such and such are allowed to Japanese by a foreign judges and the cancelling of the res 
foreign power we should grant the same to trictivp on taxation, we have only to notify them 


foreigners according to the principle of reci- 
procity. Oan we take the view that the Govern- 
ment should not grant privileges to foreigners 
unless at their convenience, allowing foreigners 
to act similarly towards Japanese ? } 
A.—It can of course be done reciprocally, 


but it is not certain whether the revision of 


the treaties may not be affected or otherwise 


/ 


| 


proportion to their mode of living, while the} 


by so doing. 

Q.— What is your idea of the probable effect 
on commerce and industries when the country 
shall be opened at large ? 

A.—That is a financial question and not a 
diplomatic one. 

Q.—That is true, but is it not a thing to be 


carefully considered by the Government when 


a treaty is to be contracted with a foreign 
power ? 

A.—Yes, the matter must be considered in 
a diplomatic treaty. Now if foreigners should 


come in large numbers it would be well, but. 
they will not doso. Even should they enter | 


the interior and start industries, there is no 
hope of their being successful in competi- 


tion with Japanese. They may start hotels, | 


but Ido not think they will start industries. 
The reason is that the rate of living is high, 
and consequently their salaries must be in 


Japanese, on the contrary, can live cheaply, 
besides being intelligent and industrious. 
Even considered from the point of capital, 


there are no business firms in Yokohama 
whose property is worth yen 500,000, they 
are merely carrying on a credit business. 
Q.—There are foreigners who are actual- 
ly making arrangements to purchase land 
in the interior. For instance, 


"| posed to purchase the entire hydraulic power 


of the Kyoto channel work. Thie may be 
taken as an illustration. Whether foreigners 
advance capital to the Japanese or the for- 
eiguers make use of the names of Japanese is 
not known, but the fact remains that there are 


a foreigner pro- 


six months previous to the expiration of the 
treaty that on its termination no treaty shall be 
in existence between the two countries. This 
would suit the case so long as diplomatic 
intercourse were not broken off. 

Q.—Is this due to the subsequent treaty not 
being contracted at the time the previous treaty 
expired ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.—If such is the case, the present treaty 
contracted in the era of Ansei expired long 
ago, in fact since 1872 no treaty is in exis- 
tence? Why not make use of the principle to 
be applied twelve years hence to suit the 
present circumetances ? 

A.—Itisimpossible. The treaties contracted 
in the era of Ansei provided that one of the 
parties should propose the revision of the 
treaty by giving one year’s notice, eo that if 
ah agreement is not arrived at it cannot now 
be helped. The new treaty is quite different. In 
it isa provision that if six months’ notice is 


| given previous to the expiration of the sig 


it can be made void. 

Q.—Even thoughit may have been inigeenand | 
in the treaties that either of the high contract- 
ing parties to the treaty on giving one year’s 
notice to the other may demand a revision, the 
term defined by that treaty expired in 1872, 
should not the treaty have been made void ? 

A.—Yes, if the demand had been made in 
1872, it would have succeeded. But at the 
present day nothing can be done, circumstances 
not permitting the question to be brought up 
again. 

This closed the iutecviow and the parties 
withdrew. 
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Tax following is the report of an interview 
with Count Oxuma by some representatives of 
persone interestéd in the question of treaty 
revision in Kyoto, on the 2ist inst., as taken 
from the Nippon :— 

After passing the compliments of the day, 
the representatives remarked that although in 
matters connected with diplomacy secresy is 
necessary, yet it does not seem that it is re- 
quired in the present case, the question in 


possible, they should be glad to hear the par- 
ticulars. | 

Count Oxuma replied that there was no 
necessity for keeping everything secret, but 
asthe matter did not concern the Japanese 
Government alone but had also close rela- 
tions with foreign powers who requested him 
to keep the matter secret, he could not very well 
help himself, although very reluctant to keep 
silence. As the question is an important one he 
had taken care to speak of it as much as possible 
when reporters come to him to obtain in- 
formation, therefore he would also answer 
their questions. 

Q.— What is the language to be used in the 
new treaty ? 

A.—Although French is generally used in 
the text of treaties, in the present case English 


with Germany has beet written in English. 
Q.—Should a difference of interpretation 


ja day in order to carry the work through 
hand being a treaty of peace andamity. If} 


and Japanese has been used. Even the treaty, 


A.—'The examination madé in connection | 
with the codification of laws was commenced in 
1870, which shows that it has not been done 

Q.—Thie may be, but it was not publicly 
spoken about until lately. We hear that the 
committee appointed for the examination of. 
laws is working very diligently, and that they 
have set themselves to examine fifteen articles 


in time ; 
felt ? 
A.—No, it is not true. 
Q.—It is said the customs duties will be | 
increased to treble their present rate? — | 
A.—Yes, they will be increased threefold. __ 
Q —By threefold do you mean that the rate | 
of duty is fixed on each article so that the | 
aggregate will be three times its former amount, | 
or does it mean that, without distinction of 
articles, 5 per cent will become 15 per cent by 
the new tariff, or is there any limit set hy the 
treaty and the tariff lowered or raised within 
that limit ? 


A.—The rate of duty is to be defined on all 
merchandise, and the aggregate amount is to be | 
three times the present amount. 

8.—What articles can be taken as illustrat- | 
ing the highest duties, and what are the rates 
on these articles. 


if thie ie true much anxiety will be 


A.—Sugar, wines, spirits and tobacco ; on 


| these the duty is as high as 20 per cent, while 


occur between the Japanese and English there are articles on which the present duty of 
texts, which would be taken %o decide the § per cent has been lowered or the articles 


matter ? || made duty free. 


A.—The English, although there is no ex- 
press provision to that effect in the treaty. 

Q.—It is said that it is stipulated in 
the diplomatic notes that the five codes 
will be published without fail within two and 
a half years from the date of putting the new 
treaties into effect. It is also said that it is 


rovided th | 
P in the notes that the five codes wi “d\ apprehensions for the future, if the country 


be translated into English and published. Is 
this a fact ? 

A.—Only the five codes will be translated, 
but the other laws will only be published in 
| Japanese, as there would be considerable 
trouble entailed in translating them. It will 
| _ be quite sufficient if necessary pointe are trans- 

lated from time to time. 

Q. — We hear that oxtra-territoriality will be 
‘removed within*five years, but should the five 
codes not be perfected and published within 
the time stipulated, it is said that it is provided 
in the diplomatic notes that it will be further 
postponed. Taking these circumstances into 
consideration, the removal of extra-territoriali- 
ty is not to be hoped for, we presume, until 
the result of the codification of the laws is 
known ? 

A.— No, if the time provided for the see i 
tion of the codes be postponed, extra-territori- 
ality cannot be removed until three years after 
the publication of the codes, but as the codes 
are now almost completed there is no fear that 
their publication will be postponed. 

Q.—The investigations in connection with 
codification are said to have advanced consi- 
derably, but as the codes must agree with the 
manners and customs of the people, if the laws 
are codified in haste in consequence of diplo- 
matic pressure, how can pee eee pier de- 

sonthem? 8 = 


| 
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observe the state of our country it will be seen 


Q.—Is it not too much of a concession that 
no restrictions are placed on the privileges to 
be obtainable by foreigners? When we 


that our commerce and industries are in 
their infancy, it being only a few years since 
the country was opened, and there are 


is entirely opened in its present state, But 
as it is the common practice of foreign 
countries to to do so, we should not shrink 
from it. We hear, however, that in foreign 
countries some convenient restrictions are 
placed on what is granted to persons of other 
nationalities. For instance, the right of posses- 
sion of real estate is not granted to foreigners 
in the United States except in eighteen States, 
and in England the same right was only 
granted 19 years ago. Even at the present 
day possession of vessels is not permitted to 
foreigners. In other countries greater or lesser 
restrictions are placed. Such being the case, 
is it not too much for us to open the coun- 
try without any restrictions whatever ? 


A.—These were given in accordance with 


the principle of reciprocity. What ie given to 


our people in other countries we must give to 
the subjects of the same power, so that what 
is not granted to Japanese we also on our part 
do not give. This is the common practice of 
civilized countries, and when the abolition of 
extra-territoriality is advocated, we cannot 
refuse them the above concessions. 


tea9 


Q.—If this is so, it must. be paid that we 
are obliged to be guided hy the precedents 
established in foreign countries. If such coun- 
tries as England and the United States can 
place restrictions to suit their convenience, and 
we cannot do likewise, then it must be said 
the treaties were contracted solely to suit their 
convenience ? 

A.—The Government have recognized the 


fact that in the actual condition of the interior: 


no restrictions are necessary. 


necessity of providing restrictions on the privi- 
leges given to foreigners, could we establish 
restrictions? that is, without saying that as 
such and such are allowed to Japanese by a 
foreign power we should grant the same to 
foreigners according to the principle of reci- 
procity. Oan we take the view that the Govern- 
ment should not grant privileges to foreigners 
unless at their convenience, allowing foreigners 
to act similarly towards Japanese ? . 
A.—It can of course be done reciprocally, 
but it is not certain whether the revision of 


‘the treaties may not be affected or otherwigs 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| they will not doso. Even should they enter 


by so doing. 

Q.— What is your idea of the probable offeot 
on commerce and industries when the country 
shall be opened at large ? 

A.—That is a financial question and not a 
diplomatic one. 

Q.—That is true, but is it not a thing to be 
carefully considered by the Government“when 
a treaty is to be contracted with a foreign 
power ? 

A.—Yes, the matter must be considered in 
a diplomatic treaty. Now if foreigners should 
come in large numbers it would be well, but 


the interior and start industries, there is no 
hope of their being successful in competi- 
tion with Japanese. They may start hotels, 
but Ido not think they will start industries. 
The reason is that the rate of living is high, 
and consequently their salaries must be in 
proportion to their mode of living, while the 
Japanese, on the contrary, can live cheaply, 
besides being intelligent and industrious. 
Even considered from the point of capital, 
there are no business firms in Yokohama 
whose property is worth yen 500,000, they 
are merely carrying on a credit business. 


Q.—There are foreigners who are actual- 


in the interior. For instance, a foreigner pro- 


posed to purchase the entire hydraulic power 
of the Kyoto channel work. This may be 


taken as an illustration. Whether foreigners 
advance capital to the Japanese or the for- 
eigners make use of the names of Japanese is 
not known, but the fact remains that there are 
Japanese merchants who are carrying on their 
business-with foreign capital. If the country 
should be opened at large, it must be taken 
for granted that these merchants will enter the 
interior in large numbers. We do not under- 
stand the reason for the assertion that for- 
eigners will not enter the country ¢0 much. 
As to the poverty or otherwise of foreigners, 


and that they will not start anything in the 
interior our views are different from yours, 
but we shall not argue the point. As the 
term of the new treaty ‘is for 12 years, new 
treaties must again be con/racted at the expi-| 
ration of this term. At that time what will be 
the compensation given to foreigners for the 


removal of the foreign judges and the abolition | 


of the restriction on the right of taxation : the 
interior being opened and unconditional pri- 


_vileges given them, what more have we to 


Q.—In case the Government recognize the. offer ? 


A.-- Of course, at the expiration of the twelve 
years, new treaties must again be contracted, 
but in that event no new concession is neces. 
sary. If they will not agree to the removal of 
foreign judges and the cancelling of the res” | 


_trictivv on taxation, we have only to notify them 


six months previous to the expiration of the 
treaty that on its termination no treaty shall be 
in existence between the two countries. This 
would suit the case so long as diplomatic 
intercourse were not broken off. 

Q.—Is this due to the subsequent treaty not 
being contracted at the time the previous treaty 
—s ? 

A.— Yes. 

Q.—If such is the case, the present treaty 
contracted in the era of Ansei expired long 
ago, in fact since 1872 no treaty is in exis. 
tence? Why not make use of the principle to 
he applied twelve years hence to suit the 
present circumatances ? 

A.—Itisimpossible. The treaties contracted 
in the era of Ansei provided that one of the 
parties should propose the revision of the 
treaty by giving one year’s notice, so that if 
an agreement is not arrived at it cannot now 
be helped. The new treaty is quite different. In 
it isa provision that if six months’ notice is 
given previous to the expiration of the treaty 
it can be made void. 

Q.—Even though it may have been expressed 
in the treaties that either of the high contract- 


|ing parties to the treaty on giving one year’s 


notice to the other may demand a revision, the 
term defined by that treaty expired in 1872, 
should not the treaty have been made void ? 
A.—Yes, if the demand had been made in 
1872, it would have succeeded. But at the 
present day nothing can be done, circumstances 
not permitting the question to be brought up 


| again. 
ly making arrangements to purchase land 


This closed the interview and the parties 
withdrew. 
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‘| circumstances here to be able to discount these 


i minds to the fabrication of letters and leaders 


jinterests of the writers of them, and 
eo, the principal object which they had 


THURSDAY, 1?r2 OCTOBER, 1589. _ 


: Spectous Sophistries of lrrespon- 


stble Scribblers. 


Tux assiduous way in which the press has 
been “* worked ”’ in the United States, in Eng- 
land, and on the European continent, in re 
spect of treaty revision, bears ample testimony 
| to the industry, rather than to the impartiality 
jand truthfulness of the interested scribes who 
wield their pens in that behalf,—who give their 


of a more or less illusive character, addressed 
to readers mostly too ignorant of facts and 


specious lucubrations, or appraise them at their. 
actual value. It happens, fortunately, that 
these sophistical epistles produce but little 
effect, whilet most of the Governments have 
been warned by their trustworthy agents here, 
as to the proper estimate to be placed on th 

more than questionable productions. Owing to 


the quarters from whence they originate, they | 
may perhaps serve to promote the personal} 
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if 
in view, will have been achieved. In that 


served, we may be permitted to hope that 
they will one day ‘rest and be thankful.” 


joase, when their own ends shall have been - 


Were it not that these inspired letters and 
articles are invariably reproduced in a con- | 
temporary published in Yokohama, which Government is by Qount Oxuma’s efforts, hurry- 
| affeots that sort of literature, it is probable that 1g forward to completion. 

a few of them only would come under the | Were revision at all so rosily thought of as F 
observation of readers here, but the lively represented to readers abroad, ‘the Minister | 
interest which the Editor of the periodical | principally concerned in securing it, ought 


, 


way, but must give place to reality, upon 
needful occasion, and this is one. Not only 
has there been no display.of popular en- 
thusiasm, in favor of revision, but so far as the 
public voice has found utterance, it ie nearly 
wholly expressed the other way. The Senate, 
up to the end of last month had 185 memorials 
presented to it against, and only 120 in favor of 
what Count Oxuma hastaken in hand. This 
preponderance of adverse appeals proves plain- 
ly enough that the people are widely divided in 
opinion on thesubject, but when we cometo take 
note of the number of signatures appended to 
thesedocuments, we find that the preponderance 
of objectors is overwhelming, for those in favor 
only amount to 6,754, whilet those opposed to 
revision, number no less than 56,837. 

These figures, notwithstanding the con-| 
tention of the Japan Mai} to the contrary, are 
a complete justification of what we have al- 
ways héld and stated, that outside the official 
class, the people, in the gross, were mostly en- 
tirely apathetic, whilst the major portion, from 
a variety of causes, are much opposed to revi- 
sion. The clamour which has been raised, and 
so long sustained, has been confined to a very | 
limited number. The nation at large has not 
stirred. Its attitude has been one of almost 
pure indifference ; now, when it has been as 
it were galvanised into some show of emotion, 
it records ite opinion adversely in the pro- 


portion of more than nine to one, to what the 


i ; 


1 


referred to takes in them, as shown by their 


| regular reproduction by him, gives substantial- 


ity to the well grounded suspicion, that he 
could tell us more about their authorship than, 


| for good reason, he cares to divulge. Their 


remarkable family likeness too, seems to sug- 


|gest if not a parentage absolutely common 


to them all, at all events, of a relationship euffi- 
ciently close to be noticeable. 

 Qursorily glancing over one of these doubt- 
ful productions the other day,—for we rarely 
waste time in reading them attentively through, 
to our astonishment we learnt,—though we 


under the hands of these scribblers, finds ite 
way into print,—that Japan throughout was 
jubilant at the hopeful prospect, on the 
point of realization, of the signing of the new 


| treaties, with foreign Powers. The writer, 


‘warming with his theme, became exuberant: 
—he was gushing to a degree. The entire 


| people throaghout the length and breadth of 


the land, according to this veracious and gifted 
writer, were almost, if not quite in convulsions 


of truth, to dissipate the illusion sought to be 
palmed off upon his readers by thie highly 
imaginative per who has thus addressed 
himeelf to the uninformed understandings of 
“the innocentsabroad.” A few unpoetic figures 
will, however, do the business so effectually, 
that we cannot resist the temptation to make 


| certainly to be sure of the plaudits of the mul- 
titude of his countrymen. Count ours fell in 
popular estimation on account of his efforts in 
that regard, and now we are told, and it is a 
sorry fact, and a shame too, that Count 
Oxuma, has been obliged, in order to guard 
against assault or assassination, to carry a 
sword stick, even when passing along the 
short distance intervening between the For- 
eign Office and his official residence, and 
he aleohas to be guarded by a body of four 
armed policemen. Public feeling must run’ 


of joy. It is almost a pity, perhaps a cruelty, | 
| that we should feel called upon in the interests 


high indeed when a Minister, far from deficient 


have almost ceased to be surprised at what) in personal courage, and who is generally re- 


spected, feels his life to be menaced. Were he to 
be removed from the public stage by the act of 
some dastardly miscreant, it would be a public 
calamity, for whether he be destined to 
emerge with success from the difficulties sur- 
rounding him, or otherwise, the loss of his 
calm judgment and wise counsels in state 
emergencies, would be severely felt. His 
‘superior in ability amongst the advisers of the 
Emperor would be difficult to find. 

_ The short-sighted obduracy of England, in 
‘not agreeing to strike her colors on demand, is a 
favorite theme with the class of writers to whoni’ 
we have made allusion. Assertions of a 
spurious sort are again and again uttered, 
alleging that British trade in these parte will 
suffer diminution if the political desires of 
Japan are not gratified by Great Britain yield- 
ing almost at discretion. But the surprise is 


use of them. Romance is well enough in ite 


that anything so shallow as this should be 


‘ 


advanced in the expectation that it will be! 
likely to meet with credence. The least ex- 
perience. in commercial business suffices to 
establish the fact that veither sentimental 
nor political feeling controls the opera- 
tions of the counting house, nor influences the 
making of a bargain. England will be secure 
in the possession of her trade, and will hold 
the field against her rivals just as long as she 
makes goods suitable to the market, and can 
undersell every competitor, and no longer. 

Then again, for the special purpose of bring- 
‘ing pressure to bear, visionary ideas are dis- 
seminated regarding the incalculable advan- 
tages to result from the throwing open the 
country to the foreigner, and the wonderful 
opportunities which the British capitalist will 
be put in possession of for the investment of hie 
money. Yet how strange it is that not halfa 
dozen persons of local knowledge, can be found 
outside the circle of these dreamers, to express 
an opinion that profitable chances exist in 
‘the interior, or who deem it would be worth 
while for foreign {Governments to make 
sacrifices in a vain attempt to get at what is 
‘not to be met with except ina minor degree, 
such as is not worthy of consideration. 

The good will of Japan is another lure made 
use of to influence England to give w 
But nations, like individuals, are governed Ne 
selfish instincts; Japan, therefore, will gear 
run no risks, in the event of war breaking out 
between Great Britain and any other Power 
—say Russia, for instance. Self protection 
will be best secured by an absolute neutrality 
which in the eventuality mentioned, she will 
be®prompt to declare. The stock arguments 
of these writers who keep the ball rolling, 
though it ie almost an abuse of the word 
to use it in such connection, weary by their 
frequent reiteration ; they are not supposed to 
believe in them themselves, and they would 
not be likely from their intrinsic emptiness, to 
influence any man of sense, with a sufficiency of 
information, who brings his mind to bear ou the | 
subject. The world, however, is not lacking in 
ignorance, nor in fools, and the suffrages &° 
perhaps some of the latter may chance to be 
secured. 

With the vast majority of the Japanese peo | 
ple hostile to revision, and a minority not much 
more than lukewarn, and foreigners either 
neutral or antagonistic, would it not be well 
for Count Oxuma to seriously consider, 
whether it is worth while in the pre- 
sent temper of the times, going on farther 
with the business of revision. Delay has 
hitherto resulted in gain to Japan. A few 
years more of preparation, and waiting for the 
ripening of public opinion, would be likely, 
without much additional effort, to secure 
autonomy to thie country. Why then be so 
pressing in the midet of a host of obstacles to 
obtain that which will confer no advantage 
commensurate with its cost, which of itself 
will be imperfect, and with which nine-tentha 
of those interested will he displeased. By 
the treaties as propused, Japan gains nothing, | 
but is laying herself under obligations which 
the nation’s voice disapproves, and is delay © 
ling, by so doing, the resumption of autonomy 
Regarded in this light, revision ie a politica 
mistake and had better be abandoned. If that) 
course were adopted it would content the ma- | 
jority of all aa and foreig- | 
ners alike. Ps . 
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tas assiduous way in which ie press has 
been “ worked ” in the United States, in Eng- 
jland, and on the European continent, in re 
spect of treaty revision, hears ample testimony 
to the industry, rather than to the impartiality 
jand truthfulness of the interested scribes whe | 
wield their pens in that behalf, —who give their 
minds tu the fabrication of letters and leaders 
of a more or less illusive character, addressed | 
to readers mostly too ignorant of facts and 
circumstances here to be able to discount these 
| specious lucubrations, or appraise them at their 
actual value. It happens, fortunately, that 
these sophistical epistles produce but little 
effect, whilst most of the Governments have 
been warned by their trustworthy agents here, 
as to the proper estimate to be placed on these | 
more than questionable productions. Owing to 
the quarters from whence they originate, they 
may perhaps serve to promote the personal 
interests of the writers of them, and if 
so, the principal object which they had 
in view, will have been achieved. In that 
case, when their own ends shall have been 
served, we may be permitted to hope that 
they will one day ‘‘rest and be thankful.” 
Were it not that these inspired letters and 
articles are invariably reproduced in a con-— 
temporary published in Yokohama, which 
affects that sort of literature, it is probable that 
a few of them only would come under the) 
observation of readers here, but the lively 
interest which the Editor of the periodical 
‘referred to takes in them, as shown by their 
regular reproduction by him, gives substantial- 
ity to the well grounded suspicion, that he| 
could tell us more about their authorship than, 
for good reason, he cares to divulge. Their 
remarkable family likeness too,-seems to sug- | 
gest if not a parentage absolutely common 
to them all, at all events, of a relationship euffi- 
ciently close to be noticeable. 

Oursorily glancing over one of these doubt- 
ful productions the other day,—for we rarely 
waste time in reading them attentively thigugh, 
to our astonishment we learnt,—though we 
have almost ceased to be surprised at what 
under the hands of these scribblers, finds its 
way into print,—that Japan throughout was 
jubilant at the hopeful prospect, on the 
point of realization, of the signing of the new 
treaties, with foreign Powers. The writer, 
warming. with his theme, became exuberant : 
—he was gushing to a degree. The entire 
people throughout the length and breadth of' 
the land, according to thie veracious and gifted 
writer, were almost, if not quite in convulsions 


| of joy. It is almost a pity, perhaps a cruelty, 
that we should feel called upon in the interests 
of truth, to dissipate the illusion sought to be 

ed o pre his —— af: Be ee 


‘{] thusiaem, in favor of revision, but so far as the 
] public voice hae found utterance, it is nearly 


| presented to it against, and only 120 in favor of 


| these documents, we find that the preponderance 
] of objectors is overwhelming, for those in favor 
j only amount to 6,754, whilst those opposed to 


lesion. The clamour which has been raised, and 
|s0 long sustained, has been confined to a very 


sorry fact, 


eign Office and his official residence, and 


_| Emperor would be difficult to find. 
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Mey, but must give place to reality, upon 
heedful occasion, and this ie one. Not only 
has - there no display of popular en-| 


| wholly expressed the other way. The Senate, 
| up to the end of last month had 185 memorials 


| what Count Oxuma has taken in hand. This 


preponderance of adverse appeals proves plain- 
ly enough that the people are widely divided in 
opinion on thesubject, but when we cometo take 
note of the number of signatures appended to 


revision, number no lees than 56,837. 

These figures, notwithstanding the con- 
tention of the Japen Maij to the contrary, are 
a complete justification of what we have al- 
ways held and stated, that outside the official 
class, the people, in the gross, were mostly en- 
tirely apathetic, whilst the major portion, from 
a variety of causes, are much opposed to revi- 


limited number. The nation at large has not 
stirred. Its attitude has been one of almost 
pure indifference; now, when it has been as 
it were galvanised into some show of emotion, 
it records ite opinion adversely in the pro- 
portion of more than nine to one, to what aa 


Government is by Count Oxuma’s efforts, hurry- |! - 


ing forward to completion. | 
Were revision at all so rosily thought of as | 
represented to readers abroad, the Minister 
principally concerned in securing it, ought 
certainly to be sure of the plaudits of the mul- 
litude.of his countrymen. Count Inouye fell in 
popular estimation on account of his efforts in 
that regard, and now we are told, and it is a 
and a shame too, that Count 
Oxuma, has been obliged, in order to guard 
against assault or assassination, to carry a 
sword stick, even when passing along the 
short distance intervening between the For- 


he aleo has to be guarded by a body of four 
armed policemen. Public feeling must run 
high indeed when a Minister, far from deficient’ 
in personal courage, and who is generally re- 
spected, feels his life to be menaced. Were he to 
be removed from the public stage by the act of 
some dastardly miscreant, it would be a public 
calamity, for whether he be destined to 
emerge with success from the difficulties sur- 
rounding him, or otherwise, the loss of his 
calm judgment and wise counsels in state 
emergencies, would be severely felt. His 
superior in ability amongst the advisers of the 


The short-sighted obduracy of England, in 
not agreeing to strike her colors on demand, is a 
favorite theme with the class of writers to whom” 
wo have made allusion. Assertions of a 
spurious sort are again and again uttered, 
alleging that British trade in these parte will 
suffer diminution if the political desires of 
Japan are not gratified by Great Britain yield- 
vad almost at ccrslicn, But the surprise is 

that anything so shallow as thie should be 
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advanced in the expectation that it will be 
likely to meet with credence. The least ex- 
‘perience in commercial business suffices to 
establish the fact that neither sentimental 
nor’ political feeling controls the opera- 
tions of the counting house, nor influences the 
making of a bargain. England will be secure 
in the possession of her trade, and will hold 
the field against her rivals just as long as she 
makes goods suitable tothe market, and can 
undereell every competitor, andno longer. - 

Then again, for the special purpose of bring- 
ing pressure to bear, visionary ideas are dis- 
seminated regarding the incalculable advan- 
‘tages to result from the throwing open the 
country to the foreigner, and the wonderful | 
opportunities which the British capitalist will |, 
be put in possession of for the investment of his 

money. Yet how strange it is that not half a 

dozen persons of local knowledge, can be found 

outside the circle of these dreamers, to express 

an opinion that profitable chances exist in 

the interior, or who deem it would be worth 
while fcr foreign {Governments to make 
sacrifices in a vain attempt to get at what is 
not to be met with except in a minor degree, 
such as is not worthy of consideration. 

The good will of Japan is another lure made 
use of to influence England to give way. 
But nations, like individuals, are governed by. 
selfish instincts; Japan, therefore, will certainly 
run no risks, in the event of war breaking out 
between Great Britain and any other Power, ’ 
—say Russia, for instance. Self protection | 
will be best secured by an absolute neutrality | 
which in the eventuality mentioned, she will | 

be*prompt to declare. The stock arguments 
of these writers who keep the ball rolling, | 
though it ie almost an abuse of the word 
to use it in such connection, weary by their 
frequent reiteration ; they are not supposed to 
believe in them themselves, and they would 
not be likely from their intrinsic emptiness, to 
influence any man of sense, with a sufficiency of 
information, who brings his mind to bear on the 
subject. The world, however, is not lacking in 
ignorance, nor in fools, and the suffrages of 
perhaps some of the latter may chance to be 
secured. 

With the vast majority of the Japanese peo- 
ple hostile to revision, and a minority not much 
more than Inukewarn, and foreigners either 
neutral or antagonistic, would it not be well 
for Count Oxuma to seriously consider, 
whether it is worth while in the pre- 
sent temper of the times, going an farther 
with the business of revision. Delay has 
‘Thitherto resulted in gain to Japan. A few 
yeare more of ration, and waiting for the 
ripening of public opinion, would be likely, 
without much additional effort, to secure 
autonomy to this country. Why then be so 
pressing iu the midst of a host of obstacles to 
obtain that which will confer no advantage | 
commensurate with its cost, which of itself 
will be imperfect, and with which nine-tenths 
of those interested will he displeased. By 
the treaties as proposed, Japan gains nothing, 
but is laying herself under obligations which 
the nation’s voice disapproves, and is delay- 
ing, by #0 doing, the resumption of autonomy. 
Regarded in this light, revision is a political 
mistake and had better be abandoned. If that 
course were adopted it would content the: ma- | 
jority of all eae Abit and foreig- 
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: At Rest, or Onward? 


far as treaty revision is concerned, may be 


| likened to a ship becalmed, or hove to. She is 


ata dead stand. Breakers have given warn- 
ing of dangers ahead. Another man has 
been placed at the wheel. Is an anchor to be 
dropped? or is a new course to be taken? These 


| are questions which every one is asking, but 
|to which no one appears to be in a position to 
| give an authoritative reply. If a plebiscite of 
| the Japanese people were taken, it is not open 
\to doubt, if we may judge by the demonstra- 


tions which have already taken place, that 


|there would be an overwhelming majority 


against the plan of revision which the Govern- 
lately bent on pursuing, but it is 


Revision was initiated by the higher officials, 
and has been actively prosecuted by them, 
without regard to the ideas of the masses ; it 
wholly depends upon the Government whether 
it shall be pushed on, held in abeyance, or 

ndoned, as inexpedient. Whatever degree 
of unanimity prevailed in the Oabinet on this 
subject following the resumption of office by 


ment of the first importance,—Count Kurona, 
Count Ito, and ont Inovys, is held by those 
who are best informed, to be almost entirely 
due, though accentuated by intrigue and clan 


politics, to dissension on the vexed questions 


jinvolved in the well-nigh interminable ne- 


gotiations which treaty revision has brought 
‘into being. 

In most states, after such a perturbation 
as that which thie government has undergone, 
and when several leading members quit office, 


To use a nautical simile, Japan, just now, so} 


Oount Oxuma, recent events have shown that 
it no longer exists. The retirement in quick: 
| succession, of three members of the Govern-. 


the resultant changes are generally of such a 
character, as to afford an indication of what will 
be the line of policy which the newly consti- 
tuted administration will be likely to follow. 
But here, as yet, no clue has been given to 
guide public opinion to a right conclusion. 

The tment of Prince Sanzo to the 


|headship of the administration, since he is 


as a neutral, possessing no strong 
views, and gh eer any large public following, 
gives no promise of affording a solution of the 
situation. Had his predecessor, Count Kuropa, 
—a man of strong will,—remained at his post, 


belief expressed in some quarters, that revision 
would not be likely to be stopped, since he and 
Count Oxuma were agreed in opinion on the 
subject. — 


- The position of OountIro is an anomaly : he 


lof which, so many, and such various doubts 


jj) a Court Councillor, which has not a seat in the 


subject, by reason of his former negotiations, 


Oabinet attached to it, and next we learn, that 
he is stillto be a member of it. Judged by the 
rule of action which prevails eleewhere, Count |: 
ITo’s position is scarcely comprehensible, for he 
is at once out with the outs, and yet he is found 
to bein with the ins. Under the new ar- 
rangement his voice and influence will be just | 
as potential as before, and as he is credited 
with now being opposed to revision, though 
formerly such could not have been his attitude, 


his presence in the Cabinet forebodes antago- 


nism to it. 


Prior to the return of Oount Yamacara, Japa- 
nese journals were full of the great things that 
were to ensue upon it, but so far from him tak- 
ing upon himself any additional responsibility, 
and giving a new turn to affairs, he seems, when 
interrogated as to his views on the question of 
the day, to be favorable to postponement, on 
the ground that the arrangements in the in- 
terior are not sufficiently advanced’ to render 
the throwing open of the country advisable.” 
Such is the opinion which he is credited with 
having avowed. Oount Yamacata being 
Minister for the Home Department, his words 
carry weight. 

Had Count Inovyz consented to remain 
in power, it is fair to presume that no paltry 
jealousy of the greater success of his successor | 
in the Foreign Office, in obtaining extra con-* 
cessions from the Powers beyond those which 
he secured, would have induced him to withold 


‘his countenance and support in the Cabinet 


from Count Oxuma’s policy and plans, therefore 
it is that Count Inovyr’s withdrawal at this cri- 
tical period,.may be regarded as inimical to | 
revision: he was better informed on the 


than any other of his colleagues, with the 
exception of Count Oxuma, .could by any 
possibility be. 

The irresolute and timid members of the 
Government, who entertain no strong opinions 
on revision, it may be readily conceived are 
perplexed as to what, under existing circum- 
stances, is best to be done. They scarcely 
like to go on defying hostile opinion, with | 
which some of them at bottom, are supposed bo# 
sympathise ; they cannot fail to have been in‘ 
some measure intimidated hy theall but success- | 
ful assassination of the Minister, who, by virtue 
of his office, is charged with the responsibility 
of negotiating unpopular treaties, of the value 


are entertained. But Ministers are embarras- 
sed by the consideration, that after most of the |” 
preliminaries have been gone through prior to 
the ratification of the treaties with the United | 
States, Germany, and Russia, the idea 
of a halt can scarcely be entertained now, 
and that treaties with the remainder of 
the Powers must, if possible, be concluded, 
but to interpose delay in bringing them into 
actual operation is what recommends itself to 
the minds of those who are almost afraid to go 
boldly forward, and yet feel ashamed to stop. 


-” 


Laie anion 2 is then appointed 


‘ 


But as foreign Governments never sougitty 


7 


revision, and are quite careless about it, no 
solicitude need be felt should negotiations be 
‘suspended. It is universally felt that no case 
for revision has been made out. Certainly 
the amended tariff would secure more revenue, 
but it would be mostly paid by the Japanese 
people, and the public income, if wisely spent, 
appears to be equal to the needs of the day. 
A superabundant revenue is a premium on 
public extravagance. 
When Count Oxvuma shall have happily been 
so far restored as to permit his return to the 
duties of office, it ie but reasonable to con- 
clude, that if still undeterred,—for he is a man 

of courage,—he will naturally be inclined to 
put the consummation on his labours by ne- 

gotiating the balance of the treaties, and if 
he succeeds with England, the remainder of his 
task will be comparatively easy. But the 
enquiry suggests iteelf, will he obtain the 
sanction of his colleagues? If not, then 
his resignation of office should follow. 

At this time, when so much turmoil is pre- 
valent, and such a wide diversity of opinion is | 
known to prevail, as well inside the Cabinet as 
out of it, with but small prospect of unanimity, 
it is not altogether an inopportune moment to 
again ask, what particular advantages, if any, 
are to result to Japan if the treaties are carried 
through on a similar basis to those of America 
and Germany, in comparison with what would 
be had by waiting a while, and by the taking of 
such measures, as would zesult in Japan’s ab- 
solute autonomy being recognised by the Powers. 
To withhold ratification from the treaties which | 
have been signed, and to abandon the negotia- 
tion of the remainder, would be the means 
of throwing oil on the troubled waters of agita- 
tion, and in the end prove to be, all things 
considered, the wisest course to adopt. The 
greatest good which the statesmen of Japan 
could possibly achieve now, would be to aban- 
don revision altogether. To persist in it in 
the face of existing circumstances, would be a 
political bluader of the first magnitude. 
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At Rest, or Onward? 


To use a nautical simile, Japan, just now, 80 
far as treaty revision is concerned, may be 
likened to a ship becalmed, or hove to. She is 
jata dead stand. Breakers have given warn- 
jing of dangers ahead. Another man has 
been placed at the wheel. Is an anchor to be 
dropped? or is a new course to be taken? These 


to which no one appears to be in a position to 
give an authoritative reply. If a plebiscite of 
the Japanese people were taken, it is not open 
to doubt, if we may judge by the demonstra- 
tions which have already taken place, that 
there would be an overwhelming majority 
against the plan of revision which the Govern- 
ment was lately bent on pursuing, but it is 
safe to conclude that popular opinion will not 
be specially invoked to decide the issue, though 
as far as expressed, it will have its influence. 
Revision was initiated by the higher officials, 
aud has been actively prosecuted by them, 
without regard to the ideas of the masses ; it 
wholly depends upon the Government whether 
lit shall be pushed on, held in abeyance, or 
abandoned, as inexpedient. Whatever degree 
of unanimity prevailed in the Cabinet on this 
subject following the resumption of office by 
Count Oxuma, recent events have shown that 
it no longer exists. The retirement in quick 
succession, of three members of the Govern- 
ment of the first importance,—Oount Kurona, 
Count Iro, and Count Inovys, is held by those 
who are best informed, to be almost entirely 
due, though accentuated by intrigue and clan 
politics, to dissension on the vexed questions 
involved in the well-nigh interminable ne- 
gotiations which treaty revision has brought 
|into being. 

In most states, after such a perturbation 
as that which this government has undergone, 
and when several leading members quit office, 
the resultant changes are generally of such a 
i character, as to afford an indication of what will 
be the line of policy which the newly consti- 
tuted administration will be likely to follow. 
| But here, as yet, no clue has been given to 
guide public opinion to a right conclusion. 
The appointment of Prince Sanyo to the 
headship of the administration, since he is 
regarded as a neutral, possessing no strong 
views, and without any large public following, 
gives no promise of affordiag a solution of the 
situation. Had his predecessor, Count Kuropa, 
—a man of strong will,—remained at his post, 
there would have been greater ground for the 
belief expressed in some quarters, that revision 
would not be likely to be stopped, since he and 
Count Oxcma were agreed in opinion on the 
| subject. 

The position of Count Ito is an anomaly: he 


a Court Councillor, which has not a seat in the’ 
Cabinet attached to it, and next we learn, that 


| Lro’s position is scarcely comprehensible, for he 


are questions which every one is asking, but | 
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he is stillto be a member of it. Judged hy the 
rule of action which prevails elsewhere, Count 


jsat once out with the outs, and yet he is found | 
to bein with the ins. Under the new ar- | 
rangement his voice and influence will be just | 
as potential as before, and as he is credited 
with now being oppvsed to revision, though . 
formerly such could not have been his attitude, - 
his presence iu the Cabinet forebodes antago-_ 
nism to it. 


“ 


Prior to the return of Qount Yamacara, Japa- 
nese journals were full of the great things that 
were to ensue upon if, but so far from him taly 
ing upon himself any additional responsibility, 
and giving a new turn to affairs, he seems, when 
interrogated as to his views on the question of 
the day, to be favorable to postponement, on 
the ground that the arrangements in the in- 
terior are not sufficiently advanced} to render 
the throwing open of the country advisable. 
Such is the opinion which he is credited with 
having avowed. Oount Yamacata being 
Minister for the Home Department, his words* 
carry weight. 

Had Count Inovyz consented to remain 
in power, it is fair to presume that no paltry 


resigns Cabinet office, he is then appointed 


jealousy of the greater success of his successor: 
in the Foreign Office, in obtaining extra con- 
cessions from the Powers beyond those which. 
he secured, would have induced him to withold 
his countenance and support in the Cabinet 
from Count Oxuma’s policy and plans, therefore 
it is that Count Lvovyn’s withdrawal at this cri- 
tical period, may be regarded as inimical to 
revision: he was better informed on the 
subject, by reason of his former negotiations, 
than any other of his colleagues, with the 
exception of Count Oxuma, could by any 
possibility be. : 
The irresolute and timid members of the 
Government, who entertain no strong opinions 
on revision, it may be readily conceived are 
perplexed as to what, under existing circum- 
stances, ie best to be done. ‘They scarcely 
like to go on defying hostile opinion, ‘with 
which some of them at bottom, are supposed to, 
sympathise; they cannot fail to have been in 
some measure intimidated by theall but success- 
ful assassination of the Minister, who, by virtue 
of his office, is charged with the responsibility 
of negotiating unpopular treaties, of the value 
of which, so many, and such various doubts 
are entertained. But Ministers are embarras- | 
eed by the consideration, that after most of the 
preliminaries have been gone through prior to 
the ratification of the treaties with the United 
States, -Germany, and Russia, the idea 
of a halt can scarcely be entertained now, 
and that treaties with the remainder of 
the Powers must, if possible, be concluded, 
but to interpose delay in bringing them into 
actual operation is what recommends itself to 
the minds of those who are almost afraid to go 


| boldly forward, and yet feel ashamed to stop. 


But as foreign Governments never sought 


revision, and are quite careless about it, no 
solicitude need be felt should negotiations be 
suspended. It is universally felt that no case 
for revision has beén made out. Certainly 
the amended tariff would secure more revenue, 
but it would be mostly paid by the Japanese 
people, and the public income, if wisely spent, 
appears to be equal to the needs of the day. 
A superabundant revenue is a premium on 
public extravagance. 

When Count Oxuma shall have happily been 
so far restored as to permit his return to the 
duties of office, it is but reasonable to con- 
clude, that if still undeterred,—for he is a man 
of courage,—he will naturally be inclined to 
put the consummation on his labours by ne- 
gotiating the balance of the treaties, and if 
he succeeds with England, the remainder of his 
task will be comparatively easy. But the 
enquiry suggests iteelf, will he obtain the 
sanction of his colleagues? If not, then 
his resignation of office should follow. 

At this time, when so much turmoil is pre- 
valent, and such a wide diversity of opinion is 
known to prevail, as well inside the Cabinet as 
out of it, with but small prospect of unanimity, 
it is not altogether an inopportune moment to 
again ask, what particular advantages, if any, 
are to result to Japan if the treaties are carried | 
through on a similar basis to those of America 
and Germany, in comparison with what would 
be had by waiting a while, and by the taking of 
such measures, as would result in Japan’s ab- 
solute autonomy being recoguised by the Powers. 
To withhold ratification from the treaties which 
have been signed, and to abandon the negotia- 
tion of the remainder, would be the means 
of throwing oil on the troubled waters of agita-_ 
tion, and in the end prove to be, all things 
considered, the wisest course to adopt. The 
greatest good which the statesmen of Japan 
could possibly achieve now, would be to aban- 
don revision altogether. To persist in it in 
the face of existing circumstances, would be a 
political blunder of the first magnitude. 
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Tux London and China Express, received by 
last mail, gives us a very good example of the 
dangers incident to the blind leading the blind. 
In an article headed Treaty Revision and 
Public Opinion in Japan, we find, after some 
comments on the opposition to the Codes 
|by the Hogakushi, the following sentence : 
“The hostility of any considerable section 
of the people to Count Oxuma’s new treaties 
would be a far more serious matter, but 
we are fully persuaded that there is no 
such feeling.” This certitude the editor of 
our London contemporary acquired from read- 
ing the Japan Mail, and taking every state- 
ment found therein as gospel. In view of the 
later developments of the case, he must feel 
rather sorry that he trusted so implicitly to 
what he read. We have, from the first, ex- 
pressed our opinion of the skill with which 
JOount Oxcma had conducted the negotia- 
tions, and our conviction that the con- 
cessions by the foreign powers were as 
‘great as could possibly be expected by 
Japan, and that therefore, from her point of 
view, she would be very wise to accept those 
treaties to which Count Oxuma had, with so 
much trouble, already procured the ac- 
quiesence of several powers. Whilst, however, 
admitting this, and acknowledging the great 
strides which Japan had made towards the 
recognition of her complete autonomy, it 
seemed to us unwiee to overlook the fact that, 
despite all this, there was a very strong 
counter-feeling amongst all classes of the 
community, from Ministers to agriculturists. 
|Some objected because they felt that the 
country was not yet ripe for the placing of 
foreigners under her jurisdiction ; some from a 
dread of the effects which the advent amongst 
them of'foreigners with an unlimited command 
of capital would have ; and a third class object- 
ed because foreign powers insisted upon certain 
preparatory safeguards, and refused to place 
their nationals unreservedly and immediately 
under laws, many of which had as yet no 
existence. These latter, who seem principally 
composed of the soshi class, believed, however 
erroneously, that Japan already stood upon as 
high a pinnacle of civilization, both as to her 
laws and custome, as any other country, and 
they felt, or pretended to feel, that unless 
foreigners were at once and for ever placed 


purely and simply under Japanese laws, their 


country was degraded, and thus their opposi- 
tion was both loud and vehement. 

All these combined made, however, a very 
formidable opposition, which it was impossible 
for, any one who took an impartial view of 
the situation to ignore, but which the Mail 
proved, to its own satisfaction, did not exist z 
whilst those journals which thought it desirable 
not to neglect this factor of the situation were at- 
tacked day after day on ever changing grounds, 
and were accused of harsh and unreasonable 
antagonism to Japan. Experience has in this, 
as in many other cases, proved which of the 
two views of the subject was correct, and even 
the Mail itself has been obliged to bow to the 
stern logic of facts, and to acknowledge that 
there is and has been a very strong par | 
against treaty revision. Even amongst the 
Ministers themselves, thia dissension has been 
so strong that the Cabinet has been broken up 
by the differences of opinion thereon, and we 
may say that at the present moment the ques- 
tion is no longer as to whether there shall or 
shall not beanimmediate revision of the treaties. 
That point is, we take it, settled and the prin- 


| cipal argument is, for how long a time shall the 


revision be postponed, whether for a fixed 
period of longer or shorter duration, or sine die. 
In any case, when the L. & C. Eopress, speak- 
ing of the opponents of Count Oxuma’s scheme 
of treaty revision wrote “ that they can neither 
retard nor affect materially the labours in whioh 
that statesman is now engaged, ”’ it showed an 
utter want of knowledge of the situation, and if 
this teaches it that entire trust cannot be placed 
upon the statements in the Japan Mail or the 
letters of the Times’ Tokyo correspondent, 
which are both written with a purpose in 
view, it will have learned a useful lesson. 


- 


Acoorpine to the Nippon, the following 
rumour is prevalent. It is to the effect that a 
proposition was made in the Cabinet to post- 
pone the revision of the treaties on the same 
basis as those already concluded, but another | 
opinion was advanced, and afier several con- | 
ferences it is said to have been adopted, some 
days ago, by the majority of the Cabinet. | 
It ie to the effect that if treaty revision on 
ites present lines were postponed, it would 

_—when negotiations were renewed—conre 
on again with no change in those parti- 
cular points which are so strenuously objected 
‘to by the public. Should thie be the case, 
the principal object of the present change in 
the Cabinet will be defeated, and popular 
opinion will be again antagonistic. Rather 
therefore than have resort to such a temporary 
plan, it would be better to propose an amend» 
ed draft treaty to the foreign powers, and 
then resolve upon the course of the work of 
treaty-revision according to the acceptance or 
not of the draft. The points to be amended 
are : the contradiction to the provisions of the 
Constitution ; the infringement of the sover- 
eignty ; and the permission for foreigners to 
own real estate. If the foreign powers will 
not agree to these amendments, then treaty: 
revision will naturally be postponed sine ds. 
As, however, some of the new treaties have 


already been signed by the Minister of Foreign | 
Affairs, the amended draft cannot be proposed 


so long as that Minister retains his office, 
even although the Cabinet has been changed. 
So it is reported that this new idea will 
not be carried into execution until after 
a change has been made in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. The Nippon, as is usual 
in such cases, remarks that it does not 
know if these rumours are to be believed, 
but one thing is evident, and that is that 
should they turn out to be true, they will show 
a very marked concession by the Government 
to the force of public opinion, although if for 
eigners are not to be allowed to own real estate 
in the interior whereon to build mills, iron- 

foundries, &c., we fail to see what particular, 
advantage they will derive from the throwing 
open of the country. 


-> 
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Taz London and China Express, received by 
last mail, gives us a very good example of the 
dangers incident to the blind leading the blind. 
In an article headed Treaty Revision and 
Public Opinion in Japan, we find, after some 
comments on the opposition to the Codes 


of the people to Count Oxuma’s new treaties 
would be a far more serious matter, but 
we are fully persuaded that there is no 
euch feeling.” This certitude the editor of 
our London contemporary acquired from read- 
ing the Japan Mail, and taking every state- 
ment found therein as gospel. In view of the 
later developments of the case, he must feel 
rather sorry that he trusted so implicitly to 
what he read. We have, from the first, ex- 
pressed our opinion of the skill with which 
Count Oxuma had conducted the negotia- 
tions, and our conviction that the con- 
cessions by the foreign powers were as 
‘|great as could possibly be expected by 
Japan, and that therefore, from her point of 
view, she would be very wise to accept those 
treaties to which Count Oxcma had, with so 
much trouble, already procured the ac- 
quiesence of several powers. Whilst, however, 


strides which Japan had made towards the 
recognition of her complete autonomy, it 
| seemed to us unwise to overlook the fact that, 
despite all this, there was a very strong 
counter-feeling amongst all classes of the 
community, from Miuisters to agriculturists. 
Some objected because they felt that the 
country was not yet ripe for the placing of 
foreigners under her jurisdiction ; some from a 
dread of the effects which the advent amongst 
them of‘foreigners with an unlimited command 
of capital would have ; and a third class object- 
ed because foreign powers insisted upon certain 


under laws, many of which had as yet no 
existence. These latter, who seem principally 
composed of the soshi class, believed, however 
erroneously, that Japan already stood upon as 
high a pionacle of civilization, both as to her 
laws and custome, as any other country, and 
they felt, or pretended to feel, that unless 

were at once and for ever placed 


purely and simply under Japanese laws, their 


admitting this, and acknowledging the great | 


preparatory safeguards, and refused to place 
their nationals unreservedly and immediately © 


| 


for;any one who took an impartial view of 


by the Hogakushi, the following sentence : | 
“The hostility of any considerable section | 


country was degraded, and thus their opposi- 
tion was both loud and vehement. 

All these combined made, however, a very | 
formidable Opposition, which it was impossible | 


the situation to ignore, but which the Mail 
proved, to ite own satisfaction, did not exist | 
whilst those journals which thought it desirable 
not to neglect this factor of the situation were at- 
tacked day after day on ever changing grounds, 
and were accused of harsh and unreasonable 
antagoniem to Japan. Experience has in this, 
as in many other cases, proved which of the 
two views of the sul,ject was correct, and even 
the Marl iteelf has been obliged to bow to the 
stern logic of facts, and to acknowledge that 
there is and has been a very strong party 
against treaty revision. Even amongst the | 


Ministers themselves, this dissension has been 


so strong that the Cabinet has been broken up 
by the differences of opinion thereon, and we 
may say that at the present moment the ques- | 
tion is no longer as to whether there shall or. 
shall not bean immediate revision of the treaties. 
That point is, we take it, settled and the prin- 
cipal argument is, for how long a time shall the 
revision be postponed, whether for a fixed 
period of longer or shorter duration, or sine die. 
In any case, when the L. & C. Eopress, speak- 
ing of the opponents of Count Oxuma’s scheme 
of treaty revision wrote “ that they can neither 
retard nor affect materially the labours in which 
that statesman is now engaged, ” it showed an 
utter want of knowledge of the situation, and if 
this teaches it that entire trust cannot be placed 
upon the statements in the Japan Mail or the 
letters of the Times’ Tokyo correspondent, 
which. are both written with a purpose in 
view, it will have learned a useful lesson. 
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Acoorpine -to the Nippon, the following 
rumour is prevalent. It is to the effect that a 
proposition was made in the Cabinet to post- 
pone the revision ‘of the treaties on the same 
basis as those already concluded, but another 
opinion was advanced, and after several con- 
ferences it is said to have been adopted, some 
days ago, by the majority of the Cabinet. 
It ie to the effect that if treaty revision on 
jite present lines were postponed, it would 
|—when negotiations were renewed—come 
on again with no change in those parti- 
cular points which are so strenuously objected 
|to by the public. Should thie be the case, 
the principal object of the present change io 
the Oabinet will be defeated, and popular 
opinion will be again antagonistic. Rather 
therefore than have resort to such a temporary 
plan, it would be better to propose an amend- 
ed draft treaty to the foreign powers, and 
then resolve upon the course of the work of. 
treaty-revision according to the acceptance or 
not of the draft. The points to be amended 
are: the contradiction to the provisions of the 
Constitution ; the infringement of the sover- 
eignty ; and the permission for foreigners to 
own real estate. If the foreign powers will 
not agree to these amendments, then treaty 
revision will naturally be postponed sins de. 
As, however, some of the new treaties have 
already been signed by the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, the amended draft cannot be proposed 
so long as that Minister retains his office, 
even although the Cabinet has been changed. 
So it is reported that this new idea will 
not be carried into execution until after 
a change has been made in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs. The Nippon, asis usual] 
in such cases, remarks that it does not 
know if these rumours are to be believed, 
but one thing is evident, and that is that 
should they turn out to be true, they will show 
a very marked concession by the Government 
| to the force of public opinion, although if for- 
eigners are not to be allowed to own real estate 
in the interior whereon to build mills, iron- 
foundries, &c., we fail to see what particular 
advantage they will derive from the throwing 
open of the country. 
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Enclosure with Mr. Swift's No. 72. 


Foreign Office Tokio, 


December 13th, 1889. 


Telegram, 

The illness of Count Okuma, the Imperial Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, resultine from the wounds received b¥ him on 
the 18th, October last, has unfortunately occasioned a serious 
interupti@@in the work of Treaty Revision. 

Consequently not only have the negotiations with Great 
Britain, France and other Powers remained un-finished but the 
origional intention of putting the Treaties already concluded 
with the United States Germany and Russia into force on the 
llith, #& February next will hia to be abandoned owing to the 
impossibility of completing the necessary subsidiary arrange- 
ments prior to that date. 

Under these circumstances the Imperial Government have 
decided to address through you the request to the United 
States Government that the Treaty signed on the 20th, -ef 
February 1889, be allowed to remain for the time being in 


abeyance, 


As to the time when it is desired to put the Treaty into 


operation the Imperial Government will, at no remote future 
date, again approach the United States Government. 

You are also instructed to assure the United States 
Government that the contemplated postponement will not by any 


means interupt the pending negotiations with other Powers. 
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melosure with Mr. Swift's No, 


Translation Copy, 


Department for Foreign Affairs, 
the 18th. day, the 12th. month, 
the zend. year of Meiji. 


is Exeellency 


John F, Swift, 


mvovy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United 


States of America. 


Sir, 

His Imperial Majesty, my August Sov- 
ereign, having been graciously eideasd to confer the Medal com- 
enorative of the promalgation of the Imperial Constitution upon 
those gentlemen who attended the ceremony on February last, I 


ave the honor to forward to you herewith the brevet and the 


Medal and the accompanying note, and beg to request that you 
will vuiniieais the same to Your Excellency's predecessor, Mr. 
Richard Hubbard, and three other gentlemen as specified in the 
enclosed list, who attended the ceremony. 

I also enclose herewith receipt forms, which you will be 
so good as to return to this Department when daly signed by the 
recipients. 

I avail myself of this occasion to) renew to Your Excellency 


the assurances of my highest consideration. 


(Signed) Viscount Suizo Aoki, 


Vice-Ministéer for Foreign Affairs. 


Enclosure. 


Name List: 


His Excellency Richard Bennet Hubbard, Envoy Ex- 


traordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. 


Prederick Sherwood Mansfield, Bsq., First Secre- 


tary. 


Edwin Dun, Esq., Second Secretary. 


Dr. Willis Norton Whitney, Esq., Interpreter. 
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(Copy) 
No, 181, Misc, 
Asiatic Station. 
Office of the Commander-in-Chief. 


Flagship Omaha, 
Yokohama, Japan, Dee.,5th., 1889. 


To Honorable John F. Swift, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary near 
the Government of Japan, Tokyo, Japan. 

Sir: 

The Navy Department desires to establish within the limits of 
each station one or more places suitable for target practice of all 
kinds where target and other appliances necessary for the conven- 
ience of ships resorting to them may be stored. The places so 
selected need to be ready of access by mail or telegraph and to 
admit of earrying on all kinds of target practice, viz: that of 
ship and boat guns both anchored and moving, and that of small 
arms both at the butt and in skirmish and other formations. 

I think a suitable place eould be found near Nagasaki and I 
have the honor to request you to communicate with the Government 
of Japan and ascertain if the location of susgh a permanent firing 
Place would be conceded by His Imperial Majesty's Government as a 
matter of international comity towards the United States. 

Ihave the honor to remain, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

George E. Belknap, 


Rear Admiral U. S. 
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~ GREAT EVENTS OF 1899. 
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(From the Nichi Nicht Shimbun ) 
C Drevomatic Arrarns. 


There are many unpleasant things relate. 
in fegard to the diplomatic history of 1889. For 
‘tho first half of the year matiers were 


dx 
: 
: 

‘ 


|reverne was the onse, as all was confusion 
jand disturbance, All political questions were 
obstructed by it, and although we may feel com- 
| punction in giving these circumstances, yet we 
| consider we are bound to fairly relate the facts, 


= ranean 


— 


for should they be withheld, posterity may be 
misled by fature garbied accounts. 

When Oount Okuma, the Minister of For- 
eign Affairs, took in hand the guidance of: 
diplomatic matters, he’ was awere of the failare: 
of the course pursued by Count Inouye, there- 
fore he went on an entirely new tack to that 
‘practised by the latter. Thus he followed an 
inflexible policy in contradiction to the lenient 
policy pursued by his predecessor, and com- 
-menoced by breaking through the combination 
of foreign powers, and opening negotiations with 
—_ power separately. Steady progress being 
made in this course, sigus of dissatisfaction 
appeared among the foreigners at first, but as 
what we were dving was in accordance with 
reason and justice, foreigners at last agreed, one 
after another, to keep fast to the provisions of the 
treaties then in force, and open negotiations se- 
parately by each withdrawing from the combina- 
tion. Iu March last the United States paid us an 
indemnity for the Ikeshima affair, and in Jane we 
gained our point regarding the lease, of land in 
Kobe, as well as the removal of a wharf built | 
there by foreigners. ‘These matters were insigni- 
ficant in themselves, but they were sufficient to 
show our dignity and that the selfwill of foreig- 
ners would not be tolerated. The authorities 
‘may have thought that the work of treaty 
‘revision could be easily perfected as suoli 
steps were «0 easily taken, and we thought so 
likewise. This was the diplomatic history for 
the first half of the year. 
_ When a man performs distinguished services 
“for his country the public will praise him even 
though he extols his own works, so also will the 
public sapport him if he has contrived any 
benefits for the country although their help may 
be unasked for. If the policy of Count Okuma : 
| was beneficial to the country, it would have 
been. best to await the praises of the public, but 
before his work was completed the Liberal 
began to praise him, and attempted to. 
at the expense of his predecessor, 
hat aroused the suspicions of the 
they did not, however, know any- 
drafts of the revised treaties, nor of 
provisions of the diplomatic notes, they 
or criticise his work. The 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
the praises and eulogies poured — 
him mag gene” 4 believing he would not 
would prove injurious either 
welfare of the country. It is 
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usual for secrets to be divulged by foreigners, so 
this time the gist of the draft of the new treaties 
appeared in the London Times, which was at once 
translated and published in the Japanese papers 
‘The public on reading this, had their suspicious 
aroused, and saw that this did not at all bar- 
monize with the praises bestowed on him by the 
Liberal papers. In the draft there was found 
an insurmountable’ obstacle in the shape 
of a contradiction to the Constitation. The per- 
sone who were in charge of the work of revision 
may have thought the draft of the treaties and 
diplomatic notes would be completed before the 
promulgation of the Oonstitation, and as the 
work had advanced thus far the public would not 
object to it, but when the constitution was pro- 
mulgated before it, and they were referred to 
it, i¢ was found that the provisions of the diplo- 
| matic notes were impracticable and that if they 


| “| were put in force there was a fear of the Con- 
ing in a fair way, and everything presenti A 
pleasant appearance, bat in the second half the 


stitution being rendered void. It was about the | 
beginning of July last that thie question came | 
ap for solution, but the authorities did not 
seem to be at all crushed at this contre- 
temps, and pushed on the work vigorously. 
Thus the treaty with the United States was 
signed in July, and Germany also subsequently 
signed one. On the 6th of August, Rassia did 
likewise, and although the authorities may 
bave been very much elated at this success, 
those ranged in opposition to treaty revision 
began to feel anxious. Before this, however, 
both the Daido Danketeu and Conservative parties 
became anxious about the draft of the treaty, 
fearing that the country would fall into the 
hands of foreigners when the work was comple- 
ted. In the meantime, public opinion came to 
the conclusion that as this question of treaty 
revision concerned the people, it therefore 
should not be made a party question, and when | 
on the 9th of July the Liberals helda meeting 
at the Shintomiea, supporting the draft, and 
attacking all those who were opposed to it, they 
became suspicious. This made the draft look as if 
it were the exclusive property of the Liberal party, 
and thus those who were opposed to it attacked 
the Liberal party. 

On the other hand, when we look at the Go- 
vernment circle, there seems to have been union, 
but Count Ito began to speak of the provisions | 
of the diplomatic notes being contrary to the 
Constitution, and Oount Goto also seems 
to have heen opposed to it. In the Privy 
Council, Viscount Torio objected to the draft 
as a whole, and Lieut.-General Tani, who was 
opposed to the draft proposed by Count Inonye, 
also showed his opposition to this. The public 
also became agitated by thia time. On the 15th of 
August the five political associations which were 
opposed to the new treaty held « meeting 
at the Obhitoseza when speeches were made 
condemning it. Since then the disputes for and 
against revision became very keen, which 
was shown by the number of memorials} 
forwarded to the Senate for and against treaty 
revision, besides which soshi were sent ont by 
both parties into the interior. to inculcate their 
opinions. The Liberal party again held a meet- 
ing on the 26th of September, with the view of 
regaining the confidence they had lost. Although | 

a large number of police protected the place, the | 
meeting enued in confusion and disturbance, | 
owing to the obstruction of the other parties 
This may also have been in consequence of 
their being in opposition to the will of the masses, | 
and in trath such a scene of confusion, uproar 
and disorder at a public meeting has never been 
witnessed before. 

When it came to the end of September, those 
who were opposed to revision had exhausted all 
their arguments against it, and had forwarded 


all the memorials they could in support of their 
contention. Those in favour of revision had 
likewise done all they could in the way of push- 
ing it forward, so that both parties stood, as it 
were, confronting each other, after having ex- 
hausted all their arguments for and against the 


question at issue, In the Cabinet itself the dispute 
became gradually accentuated, Count Ito stand. | 


ing firm in his opposition, while Count Goto was 


the presence of the Emperor. Oount Kareda, 
however, would not agree to this, and thus the 
political aspect presented a gloomy appearance. 
It was feared that unless some influential man 
should decide the matter from outside, the inward 
pressure might cause a collapse, which would 
make the settlement of the question one of con- 
siderable difficulty. Fortanately, the return of 
Count Yamagata, who had been travelling in 
Europe since the year before la«t, was momen- 
tarily expected, and both the Government and 
people looked upon him as the only person 
eapable of setiling the matier. He returned ou 
the 3rd October, and as he may have been con- 


he had not expected to see, he did not give hig 
decision at once, but retired to Oiso where he 
could study the question in seclusion and quiet. 
Now a new phase in this question was evolved 
on the Ilth of October by the resignation 
of Uount Ito. Oount Ito had previously 


its contradiction to the Constitution. Count 
Inouye returned from Isobe at the request of 
Yount Okuma and met him and Oount Ito at his 
residence at Toriizakn, where an attempt wags 
made to harmonize the differences existing he- 
‘tween them, which was almost snocessful. Sub- 
sequently, however, other conferences were held 
at the residence of Coant Kuroda, at Mita, where 
@ compromise was apparently made, but in con- 
sequence of some circumstances Qount Okuma 
could not put into force the points agreed on, and 
it washis intention of pushing on the work by the 
former method followed by him. Inthe meantime 
rumours gained currency that the ratification of 
the new treaty with Russia would shortly be 
made, ‘Thinking probably that if the work failed 
on the verge of ratification the difficulties would 
he increased, Count Ito sent in his resignation, 
‘The authorities, as well as the public, were great- 
ly surprixed at this unexpected event, and 
Count Okuma tried to dissuade him from 
doing so, Count Kuroda also subsequently call- 
ing on him for the same purpose. An 
Imperial messenger was also sent from the Ccurt, 
ax the pressure in the Uabinet became very 
great in consequence thereof, and much anxiety 
was felt. ‘The consequence was that on the 15th 
of October the postponement of their Majesties’ 
intended visit to Kyoto was announced, thus 
showing their concern fur the welfare of the 
country. 

On the 15th of October the Emperor pro- 
,oeeded to the Osbinet where a _ council 
was held in his presence. On this occasion 
(Gount Goto, for the first time, expressed his ob- 
jections to treaty revision, and Count Yamagata 
asked questions of Count Okuma which was the 
outset of his decision in the matter. On the 
17th Count Yamagata called on Count Okuma at 
his official residence, and had a conference with 
him on the revision of the treaties which lasted 
from 10 am. to 3p.m. Uount Okama seems to 
have been convinced of some of his errors at this 
conference, as he became much more moderate in 
his views and promised to settle the matter amic- 
ably by conferring with hiv culleagues on the 
matter. It seeme that at this conference one of 
the questions at issue was decided, as the next 
day Gount Yamagata called on Count Kuroda, at 
his residence at Mita, where he expressed his 


urging thata Cabinet Couneil should be held in- 


fronted with conditions and circumetances which | 


aivined Bm. amend nent t-te Syalhy aan Oe, sary to amputate one of his legs. His physicians 


_would allow no one to see him; as his wounds 


views. Oount Kuroda appears to have agreed 
with him and promised to settle the matter by a 
consultation with the others. Whether the point 
agreed on was for postponement or discontinuance 
of the work is not certain, but the fact that the 
pushing on of the work should be postponed was 
apparently agreed upon. 

Counts Kuroda and Okuma are experienced 
statesmen, and what the public expected of them 
was that they should be convinced of the fruit- 


fulness of their attempt, when the tide of public 


opinion was against them, previous 10 settling 
any question before them. It was aleo thought 
that the matter would be settled amicably, no 
matter whether the two Ministers mentioned 
took it in hand, or retired from the soene 
on the ground that it was impossible for 
them to take the responsibility on their own 
shoulders. But an unforeseen incident occur- 
red, which put a great obstacle to the fulfil- 
ment of this hope, and this was the attempted 
assassination of Count Okuma by Kaurushima, 
On the 18th October, as the carriage of Count 


‘Okuma was entering the gate of the Foreign 


Office, on his return from the Oabinet, a bomb- 
shell was thrown at him by the person named 
above, which wounded him very severely. This 
occurrence took the public by surprise, and though 
precantions Were taken to guard against any 
future recurrence of such an attempt, it could not 
undo the mischief done. The wounds sustained 
by the Minister were severe, and it beoame neces- 


were serious. ‘Thus he was secluded from the 
political world, and matters oonnected with 
treaty revision could not be brought to an end. 
The hand of an assassin not only wounded a 
Minister of State, but it was the means of 


jobstructing and injuring the parties for and 


against treaty revision. The heinousness of his 
crime im putting to naught an important affair 
of the country cannot be too severely con- 
demned. Since this incident the business of 
the Cabinet became unsettled for several days, 
and the symptoms of separation became more 
defined. At last, on the 22nd of October, Count 
Kuroda, the Minister President of State, sent in 
his resignation as well as those of the other 
Ministers of State. For a time there was no 
Oabinet, but on the 25th of the same month 


Prince Sanjo was appointed Minister President 


of State, retaining at the same time the post of 
Lord Keeper of the Privy Seals. On the same 
day Nount Kuroda was made a Privy Councillor, 
and the other Ministers were inatructed to remain 
in office, Counts Inouye and Okuma excepted. 
However, it could not be said that a new Minis- 
try bad been settled by the above. Count 
Okuma had not recovered, and the policy relative 
to the revision of the treaties was undecided. 
Thus the matter was protracted until the middle 
of December, when, Count Okuma having reco- 
vered, he sent in his resignation on the 15th. It 
was accepted on the 24th, when he was appointed 


a Privy Oouncillor. By this the Cnbinet was 


changed, Count Yamagata becoming the Minister 
President of State, retaining at the same time the 
portfolio of Minister of Home Affairs, and Vis- 
count Aoki was promoted from Vice-Minister to 
be Minister for Foreign Affairs. ‘I'he policy re- 
lative to treaty revision seems to bave been now 
settled. 

The above is the diplomatic history of the 
second half of blast year. We cannot but feel 
sad at such disorder, as politics were involved 
in the whirlwind of this disturbance. The busi- 
ness of the Goverument was obstructed and the 
preparations for the Imperial Diet delayed, 
while the difference between political parties 
became keener. ‘I'hus all was disorder and riot 
with no redeeming pointe. 


The fatare policy regarding revision must have 
already been decided by the Cabinet, and though 
we have ascertained ita policy, we shall refrain 
from giving it publicity for fear of impeding the 
action of the authorities. However, the present 
treaty should not he left unrevised, as the 
j public are dissatisfied with it, nor will they 

now advocate the expulsion of foreigvers. 

The treaties now in force must, withoat 
doubt, be revised, but if the draft should contain 
sections against the provisions of the Uonstitu- 
tion, the public would not tolerate it, by whomso- 
ever it may be proposed. No man will give his 
approval to anything detrimental to the diguity 
of the country or injurious to ite welfare. ‘hose 
who undertake the work this year should 
settle all previons matterae smoothly aud be 
careful to avoid making errors. In the work 
of revision we have failed not only once 
or twice, bat thrice, which is a thing casting 
great discredit upon us What we hpe 
for is that the authorities will act in accordance 
with publie opinion and wot fail in a similar man- 
uer as their predecessors. 


CHANGE OF THE ('ABINET AND RETIREMENT 
or Féur. Great Statesmen. 


(Continued from 6th January.) 


Last year wee remarkable for the number of 
changes inthe Cabinet. Although these changes 
were necessitated by the apirit of the times or 
caused by unfortunate incidents, yet taken alto- 
gether they showed bad omens for the country 


dent of State, be made himself conspicuoas by 
his comprehensive views, one of his works being 
the incorporation of a scheme called the Koshin 
Mora-saku for the purpose of collecting distin- 
guished men into the Cabinet. With this object 
in view, Count Okuma was entrusted with an 
important position, while Oount Inouye was 
induced at the same time to leave the Qourt to 


and Commerce, 


an unfortunate incident occurred, which was 
none other than the lamented agsassina- 
tion of Viscount Mori, and this, in the 
eyes of the public, was another vacancy for an 
able man. The day in question was the festival 
of the Kigensetsu (uccession of Jimmu ‘Tenno) as 
well as the occasion of the Promulgation of the 
Constitution, which latter may well be called the 
beginning of the second era for this country. 
On the I1th Febroary, as Viscount Mori was on 
hie way to the Palace, he was detained and 
severely wounded by an assnssin, and succumbed 
the following day. ‘The public were dumb- 
founded at this, seeing how unfortunate it was 
for the country, without saying anything about 
the loss of a valuable life. There being a 
vacancy to be filled by this regrettable occurrence 
in the Uabinet, considerable curiosity was evinced 
as to who should fill the post. There was 
another surprise, however, in storé for them— 
the sudden entrance of Uount Goto into the 


When Count Kuroda was still Minister Presi-. 


accept the position of Minister of Agriculture | 
While this gathering together | 
of influential men was being proceeded with, 


at assassination should be made in one year, 
althoug! fortanately, in this case, Count Okuma 
managed to escape with his life. Count Okama 
was confined to bed in consequence of his injuries 
and could not speak on political matters. Under 
such adverse circumstances, even the dauntless 
Count Kuroda could do nothing, and he therefore 
sent in his resignation, bearing all responsibility 
upon his own shoulders. The other Ministers 
could not look on this anconcernedly, and they 
sent in their resignations in a body on the 19th 
of October. Since then there has been no fixed 
Cabinet, some desiring Oount Yamagata to 
assume the post of Minister President of State, 
but this post he postively declined to accept. 
There being no other person eligible fur the 
post, HIM. the Emperor, feeling converned 
att this unsettled state of affairs, instructed 
Prince Sanjo to assume the position. He could 
not decline it, so he accepted the post 
on the 22nd of October. The public did not 
accept it as a permanent Cabinet, always speak- 
ing of it as a provisional Oabinet. Prinoe 
Sanjo himself seems to have only accepted 
the post as a stopgap, which was in fact 
the case, as Oount Inouye’s pusition as Min- 
ister of Agriculture and Commerce was unsettl- 


Cabinet. If the Gount had only been a distin- | 
guished subject, very little, if avy, surprise would 
have been evinoed, but as he was the head of the 
Daido Danketsu (Unionist) party and had severe- 
ly attacked the Government’s policy, there was 
consequently much comment regarding hi- 
admittance into the Kuroda Cabinet. At the 
same time it was also rumoured that Uount 
Itagaki would enter the Cabinet. The effect of 
the Koshin Mora-saku was the assembling of 
first-rate statesmen in the Oabinet, and was 
unparalleled in its maguificence. ' However, as 
good is inevitably accompanied by some germs of 
evil, notwithstanding that ite chief object was 
attained, the seeds of disagreement already in 
existence began to grow, the first step in this 
direction being the desire of Connt Inouye to 
send in his resignation, as soon as possible, 


up in the breast of Oount Ito at the same 
time. ‘I'he other Ministers also seemed to be 
uneasy aud were apparently only waiting for 
a good chance to do likewise. While the Cabi- 
net was in this state, the question of treaty 
revision was pressed, in July and August, the 
result being that a disagreement occurred. This 
was the opportunity for a division, so Count Ito, 
the President of the Privy Council, sent in his 
resignation on the 10th of October, in which step 


while a similar desire seems to have aleo sprung | 


ed, and the desires of Oount Okuma unknown. 
While this was being awaited, ramours of another 
change in the Cabinet begnn to gain currency, as 
the question was being discussed in Government 
circles. On the 28th of October the resignation 
of Coant Ito was accepted, and instructions were 
given him that he would be appointed a Count. 
Councillor, The Count then sold his house and 
removed to Odawara where he seemed to be busy 
in proclaiming his unwillingness to further 
interfere in politics Subsequently Count Inonye 
returned to 'l'okyo from Mitajiri, and was firm in 
hia intention of resigning, Count Okuma also 
decided to do likewise as soon as he became 
acquainted with the course of events, leaving the 
Departments of Agriculture and Commerce and 


of Foreign Affairs without heads. Lt therefore 


j became necessary tnat a change in the Minister 


President of State should be effected, together 
with the appointment of a Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce, and of Foreign Affairs. It now 
became obligatory upon Count Yamagata to form 
a new Ministry, and as in all countries the 
formation of a Ministry is a work of considerable 
difficul'y, this is accentuated in Japan, where the 
obstacles to be overcome are more compact, At 
last on the 23rd of December a new Ministry 
was formed, and the resignation of Oount 
Inouye, the Minister of Agriculture and 
Commerce, accepted, he being the same day 
appointed a Jakonoma Giko ‘The resignation of 
Oount Okuma, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
was accepted the next day, the 24th, and he was 
appointed a Privy Councillor. The same day 
Count Yamagata accepted the post of Minister 
President of State, retaining at the same time the 
portfolio of Minister of Home Affairs. Vice- 
count Avki, the Vice Minister of Foreign Af- | 
fairs, was promoted to be Minister, and Mr. 
Iwamura the Vice Minister of. Agriculture 
and Commerce, was promoted Minister of the | 
same, while Count Oki, the President of the 
Senate, was transferred to the same position in 
the Privy Council, This ix the new Ministry as 
formed, and they are to agree and anite in the 
dischu:ge of their high aud responsible duties. 


he was subsequently followed by Count Inouye. 
In the Oabinet, Count Yamagata, who had jast 
returned from abroad, could not agree with the! 
opinions prevalent regarding the pushing forward! 
of treaty revision, being seconded in his COntEN-F a wae Mag REN aga 
' ys bearing in mind the fact that the Cabinet 
Hanae aie ieee lama nocspted the {Mill hereafter be under under a constitutional 
advice of Count Yamagata, towards a peaceful ar- ae 

rangement of the matter. Unfortanately, how- / 
ever, in the afternoon of the 18tb, a persou named | 
Kurushima Tsaneki threw an explosive at Count 
Okuma at Kasumigaseki as he was retarning from 
the Cabinet, and wounded him severely. It is 
mournful in the extreme that two such attempts 


The above is a brief outline of the Cabinet changes 
of last year. We congratulate the country that 
persons of such ability have been appointed, but 
hope they will discha:ge their responsible duties, 


a 


| Tae Retirement or Four Great Statesmen 
AND THE ADVANCEMENT or NEW 
STATESMEN. 


We have already given the changes which 
took place in the Cabinet last year, and apropos 
the above there is one thing which must of 
necessity be remarked, and that is the 
withdrawal of old statesmen from their posts, 
and the advancement of new statesmen to 
fill the vacancies. We mean by this the retire- 
ment of Counts Ito, Kuroda, Inouye and Okuma, 
and the entrance into the Oabinet of Viscount 
| Aoki, and Mr. Iwamura. ‘The retirement of old 
statesmen cannot be but regretted, while at the 
same time the advancement of new statesmen 
is a matter for congratulation. 


Jount [to retired for certai: sprcifivd reasons, 


Without saying anything of the worx ne did at | 
the Restoration, he co-operated witu the late 
Okubo, the Minister of Home Affairs, at the 
important time subquent to the Restoration 
and considerably improved wae home administra- 
tion. Moreover, he inas been concerned in 
politics for over teu years, aud having been long 
in Europe and America, he is well acquainted 
with current matters. In fact it is impossi- 
ble for us to find, among the statesmen of 
thie country, many who car stand above him in 
knowledge and experience. He was gifted with 
the ability of harmonising the conflicting views | 
‘and interests of the Satsuma and Uhoshiu clans, 
which contributed greatly to the maintenance of 
peace. His ability in this matter may seem 
to be insignificant, bat anyone who is con- 
versant with the present condition of politics, 
will not gradge him any of the credit 
that is undoubtedly due him. His great 
work, however, was the drafting of the Con- 
stitution, 
under Imperial instruction, and we think he 
would have added lustre to his work had he wait- 
ed to see it in operation, but he had made up his 


before the sessions of the Imperial Diet, and re- 
tired into the country. ‘The retirement of one- 
self after having done meritorious deeds and 
obtained a name, is what has been done by 
wise men in old times, therefore Oount Ito’s 
present step may be best for himself, but if 
considered from the point of his duties to the 
government, it is regrettable. 


The retirement of Count Karoda was due 
to unavoidable causes over which he had no 
control, but his courage and influence, toge- 
ther with his strict observance of the code 
of honour by which he never broke a promise, 
and bore all responsibily for his own actions 
upon his own shoulders, were one of the material 
components of a busy Oabinet. The work of 
treaty revision is not yet completed, while the 
time for the opening of the Imperial Diet is 
rapidly approaching, when the loss of such a man 
as Count Karoda will be most severely felt. __ 
| Count Inouye’s retirement was necessitated 
by certain existing circumstances, and his deci- 
sion of never again entering the Cabinet will not 


pwith a misfortune 


| Especially unfortunate is the retirement of 
| Count Okuma, as his cleverness and fertility of 
}expedient are unparalleled. The only thing to 
be regretted is that his plans and arrangements 
went beyond ordinary bounds, so that if they had 
succeeded, the benefits to be derived from them 
would have been great, but in case of failure, the 
effects could not be well estimated. He must 
have calculated everything to a certain end, 
but the public could not understand it. Thus 
his work were liable to be combatted before 
completion, and this tended toward failure. 
His financial policy failed before completion, 
‘and now his diplomatic policy has again 
failed on the verge of completion. In addi- 
tion to this, he was misunderstood and met 
which at last obliged 


nevertheless his secession is much to be regretted. | 


which is the standard for posterity, | 


mind to sever himself from political circles’ 


him to go into retirement. We regret the loss 


of Count Okuma for his sagacity, and of Count 
Inouye for his ability. 


The above four statesmen have performed 
distinguished services to the country previous 
to and after the Restoration, and they were first 
rate statesmen. Although the causes of their 
retirement are different, they all retired at the 
end of last year, so that their ability and ex- 
perience is not at the command of the present 
Government, but although they do not actually 
attend the councils of the Government, they are, 
nevertheless, the support and bases of the 
country. They should study the welfare of the 
people when in office, and regard the Emperor 
with loyalty w'-n outside the Government circle, 
and thus exert -emselves directly and indirectly 
for the good of the country, and their sovereign. 

As a set-off for the retirement of these old 
statesmen, Viscount Aoki and Mr. Iwamura came 
forward. We have said before that the position 
of Cabinet Minister was not limited to Counts and 
that the Cabinet was not an exhibition room of 
Peers. Therefore the chief thing to be observed 
is their ability and opinions of its different 
members no matter whether they should be Vis- 
counts or have no title whatever. The advance 
of these two Ministers is in harmony with this 
principle. Although it may be disrespectful to 
say 80, they stand second in their personal 
histories and merit compared with Counts 
Ito, Kuroda, Inouye and Okuma, bat when a 
man is appointed to a position and entrusted with 
authority and responsibility, he will surely per- 
form meritorious deeds As the case stands, we 
are not at all dissatisfied with it. For instance 
Count Ito is now a firstrate statesman, but when 
the late Okubo ‘Toshimichi was yet alive he stood 
in a secondary position. The public were 
anxious when Count Ito succeeded the late 
Okubo Toshimichi. When Saigo was alive, 
Count. Kuroda held a secondary position, but 
now his influence is almost equal. We are 


very glad that by the advance of these two) 
Ministers the fact that the order of nobility | 
is in no wise connected with Cabinet Minister 
is shown, and that a way for the adyvnance- 
ment of young and able statesmen has been 
opened by this. We hope that they will arouse 
themselves, and by performing distinguished 


be shaken notwithstanding all the arguments | 
and persuasion which may be brought to bear | 


services to the country prove also that they are 
firet rate statesmen. 


apon him. His ability in settling complicated 


and difficult matters admits of no doubt, as is 


proved by lis meritorious services of fall thirty 
years. However much he may be feared by the 
public, there are certain things even now which | | 


cannot be settled by any other person than Count | 


j 


Inouye, and the need of his services will be felt | 


in the future, when he will again be in request. 
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